
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM     Amending Ordinance 18-197 and 18-198, Having to do with Qualifications 
for Licensure of Plumbers. 
 
 
SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION     City staff recommends amending the qualifications for 
plumber licensure 
 
 
BACKGROUND     The City of Independence Plumbing Board has been reviewing 
qualifications for licensure for a master, journeyman, and apprentice plumber in the City of 
Independence.  The Plumbing Board voted to require plumbers to submit 6 hours of Kansas 
approved (CEU) starting in 2021 in order to obtain a City license.  The request was submitted to 
City Attorney Jeff Chubb who researched the request and provided the attached ordinance that 
was approved by the Plumbing Board at their January 20, 2020, meeting.   
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT     There is no budget impact. 
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION     I move that the City approve the amendment to the Licensure of  
Plumbers starting in 2021. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      
 

1. Ordinance 
2. January 20, 2020 minutes 
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Director Approval        David Cowan 
  

REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION 
 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
 

February 6, 2020 
 



ORDINANCE NO.    
 

An Ordinance Amending City Code Sections 18-197 and 18-198 
Having to do with Qualifications for Licensure of Plumbers 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the City of Independence, Kansas: 

 Section 1. City Code Section 18-197 is amended to read as follows in its entirety: 

Sec. 18-197. Classifications; Qualifications. 
 

Plumbing licenses shall be of three types which shall restrict the 
licensee to performance of the kind of plumbing work for which the 
license is issued. 

 
(1) Master Plumber:  The master plumber license shall 
be the highest type of plumbing license issued and shall 
permit the holder to engage in any plumbing work without 
restriction.  The licensee must have at least four (4) years’ 
experience as a plumber.  One (1) year of experience may be 
substituted by one (1) year of training completed at a 
plumbing trade school. 
 
(2) Journeyman Plumber:  A journeyman plumber must 
have at least two (2) years’ experience as a plumber.  One 
(1) year of experience may be substituted by one (1) year of 
training completed at a plumbing trade school.  A 
journeyman plumber must work under the direct supervision 
of a master plumber. 
 
(3) Apprentice Plumber:  An apprentice plumber must 
work a minimum of one (1) year in the plumbing field and 
work under the supervision of a master or journeyman 
plumber.  The one (1) year of experience may be substituted 
by one (1) year of training completed at a plumbing trade 
school. 
 

 Section 2. City Code Section 18-198 is amended to read as follows in its entirety: 

Sec. 18-198. Application. 
 
(a) All applicants for licensure as plumbers shall be 
subject to the following: 

 
(1) The applicant must successfully pass a 
competency examination administered by an 



approved entity designated by the State of Kansas 
with a minimum score of 75% for passage, provided 
however, applicants who successfully passed the 
competency examination prior to July 1, 1989, with 
a passing score of 70% or greater shall not be 
required to be re-examined for renewal of 
certification or licensure. 
 
(2) So long as the applicant keeps his license 
current, there is no requirement that the competency 
examination be taken on an annual basis, only that it 
was taken and passed, and that the applicant has 
continuously maintained a current license within the 
State of Kansas. 
 
(3) The current State approved entities for 
administration of the competency examination are 
the International Code Counsel, the International 
Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, 
or Prometric (pursuant to K.S.A. 12-1508). 
 
(4) All applicants shall pay the fee for taking the 
competency examination as established by the entity 
administering the competency examination. 
 
(5) All applicants shall obtain no less than six (6) 
hours of continuing education on an annual basis 
relating to construction, maintenance and code 
update training.  Not less than three (3) hours 
annually shall consist of code update education and 
training. 
 
(6) Applicants for master plumber shall provide 
proof of a current bond in the amount of $2,000.00 
signed by a corporate surety authorized to do 
business in the State of Kansas guaranteeing the 
licensee’s faithful performance of the various 
provisions of this Article. 
 

(b) Applications for renewal of licensure shall be subject 
to the following: 

 
(1) Proof of successful completion of the 
competency examination followed by continual 
licensure within the State of Kansas through date of 
application. 



 
(2) Proof of compliance with the requirement of 
bond and continuing education hours as required for 
initial licensure. 

 
Section 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon its publication in the official City 

newspaper. 

 Adopted by the Governing Body of the City of Independence, Kansas, on the    

day of January, 2020. 

 
 
 
                                                                                .  
                                                                  Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
 
                                                                          . 
DAVID W. SCHWENKER, City Clerk 
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January 20, 2020 
 
 
Plumbing Board Meeting 
Spanish Room – Memorial Hall 
 
Call To Order: Paul Lemon 
 
Present: Paul Lemon, Doug Rinck, Chris Fry 
Absent: Pat Howe & Wayne Sundquist 
 
Minutes: Reviewed the December 16, 2019 minutes 
  Motion to approve the minutes:  Doug Rinck 
  Second:  Paul Lemon 
  Aye: Rinck, Fry, Lemon 
  Nay: None 
 
Old Business: David reviewed the issue on Westminster and the resolution to the issue.   
  Discussion about a proposed assistance with sewer rehab grants with the City  
  increasing the assistance to 2,000.00 and 4,000.00 for those that qualify. 
 
New Business: 
  Proposed Ordinance 1: Removing copper lines for use with natural gas  
      piping. 
 
  Motion to approve and send to the commission for approval: Paul Lemon 
  Second:  Doug Rinck 
  Aye:    Rinck, Fry, Lemon 
  Nay:    None 
 
  Proposed Ordinance 2: Requiring 6 hrs of CEU starting in 2021 in order to  
      obtain your city license. 
 
  Motion to approve and send to the commission for approval: Doug Rinck 
  Second:  Paul Lemon 
  Aye:   Rinck, Fry, Lemon 
  Nay:   None 
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 Non-licenced Plumbers: Discussion about individuals working inside the City limits  
     without a City license.  Several names were provided to  
     David and he will visit with them and warn them about  
     working without a license. 
 
 Atmos Gas Webpage:  Chris reported that Atmos Gas will be putting licensed  
     Plumbers names on there website for people to reference  
     when they need a plumber.   Atmos is also looking at some 
     assistance programs to help people with the cost of a  
     plumber. 
 
     Issue with meters being stolen and people stealing gas.   
     Chris reported about issues of on-going theft that is  
     occurring and informed the plumbers what they need to  
     be watching for. 
 
 Motion to adjourn the meeting: Paul Lemon Second:  Doug    Aye:  All approved 
 
 
___________________________ 
Paul Lemon 
 
 
________________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
David Cowan 01212020 
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