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AGENDA ITEM     Consider a resolution authorizing the abatement of unhealthy and unsafe 
exterior conditions 225 S. 16th Street.  
 
 
SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION     City Staff recommends the Commission approve the 
Resolution to abate 225 So. 16th. 
 
 
BACKGROUND     Code Enforcement Officer Erin Musgrove has been attempting to resolve a 
nuisance issue at 225 So. 16th.  Since December 2019, Erin has made multiple attempts to have 
the owner abate the nuisance, including three violation notices and one summons to court.  The 
resident failed to appear for the court hearing, but due to COVID-19, court sessions were 
discontinued.  Continued efforts by Erin were ignored, and the nuisance pile has continued to 
grow.  City Staff is receiving daily calls from the neighbors related to the nuisance and the 
hazards for the neighborhood.  The resident has been cited into court, but the court appearance is 
now scheduled for August 2020, due to the court backlog.  City Staff is asking the Commission 
to approve the Resolution giving us the authority to abate this nuisance in 20 days. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT     The budget impact would be the abatement of this nuisance that would 
be assessed to the property owner. 
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION     I move to adopt a resolution authorizing abatement of unhealthy 
and unsafe exterior conditions at 225 South 16th Street. 

 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      
 

1. Resolution 
2. Consent to Abate 
3. Court Filings and Notices 
4. Pictures 

 
Department  Safety & Code Enforcement                                     
 

   
Director Approval        David Cowan 
  

REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION 
 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
 

June 25, 2020 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2020-_________ 
 

A Resolution Authorizing Abatement of Unhealthy 
and Unsafe Exterior Conditions at 225 South 16th 

 
 

 Whereas, Amber R. True, owns the following described real estate located at 225 

South 16th, Independence, Kansas: 

Lot 66, Glenwood Addition to the City of Independence, 
Montgomery County, Kansas 
 

 And Whereas, the City’s Code Enforcement Officer has determined that the 

exterior condition of the property at 225 South 16th is in violation of City Code 42-66 due 

to the accumulation of debris, junk, abandoned motor vehicle parts, and appliances in the 

yard. 

 And Whereas, Amber R. True has been cited for violating City Code 42-66 on 

three occasions, to-wit:  December 3, 2019, April 7, 2020, and most recently on May 11, 

2020. 

 And Whereas, on all occasions, Amber R. True was given 15 days’ notice to 

alleviate the exterior condition as required by City Code 42-67. 

 And Whereas, Amber R. True was issued a citation to appear in Municipal Court 

on March 6, 2020, failed to appear, and her new Court date is not scheduled until August, 

2020. 

 And Whereas, Amber R. True has taken no action to alleviate the condition of 

the exterior of the property at 225 South 16th.  

 And Whereas, due to the continuing complaints from surrounding neighbors, 

the Code Enforcement Officer is requesting authority to proceed with abatement pursuant 

to City Code 42-69. 



BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of Independence, Kansas: 

 Section 1. Amber R. True has been cited with violating City Code 42-66 on three 

separate occasions, has been issued the required notice on three separate occasions, and 

has failed to alleviate the exterior conditions of the yard at 225 South 16th, Independence, 

Kansas. 

 Section 2. The Code Enforcement Officer or other agents of the City are hereby 

authorized to abate the exterior conditions at 225 South 16th, Independence, Kansas, 

pursuant to City Code 42-69 and to have the costs of abatement assessed against the 

property pursuant to City Code 42-73. 

 Adopted by the Governing Body of the City of Independence, Kansas, on the 25th 

day of June, 2020. 

 
 
 
              
      LEONHARD CAFLISCH, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
 
       
DAVID W. SCHWENKER, City Clerk 
 
 



CONSENT TO ABATEMENT  
OF EXTERIOR YARD CONDITIONS 

WHICH ARE UNHEALTHY AND UNSAFE 
 
 

 COMES NOW, Amber R. True, and agrees to the following: 

1. Amber R. True is the owner and occupant of the following described real 

estate:  

Lot 66, Glenwood Addition to the City of Independence, 
Montgomery County, Kansas (commonly known as 225 South 
16th, Independence, Kansas) 
 

2. Amber R. True has been issued three separate notices for violation of City 

Code 42-66 concerning the exterior condition of the yard at 225 South 16th on December 

3, 2019, April 7, 2020, and May 11, 2020. 

3. Amber R. True hereby consents to abatement of the exterior condition of 

the yard at 225 South 16th which will entail removal of all unhealthy and unsafe trash, 

debris, abandoned motor vehicle parts, appliances and other rubbish located thereon 

which are in violation of City Code 42-66. 

4. Amber R. True acknowledges and understands that she will be contacted 

prior to the abatement process and that she will remove from the exterior yard of 225 

South 16th  any property which she feels is valuable and which she wishes to retain, and 

further that any property left in the yard at 225 South 16th may be presumed by the City, 

its agents and employees, to be rubbish and debris in violation of City Code 42-66 and 

subject to abatement by the City. 

5. Amber R. True hereby waives any and all claims of liability for injury and/or 

damages against the City, its agents and employees, arising from abatement of the 



exterior condition of her yard, and agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City, its 

agents and employees from the same. 

6. Amber R. True understands that the cost of abatement may be assessed by 

the City against her as owner of the property in the same manner as taxes are assessed 

against property. 

7. Amber R. True acknowledges that she has the right to seek the advice of 

independent counsel and has executed this consent knowingly and voluntarily. 

  

              
    DATE     AMBER R. TRUE 
 
 
 
              
    DATE     WITNESS SIGNATURE 
      Printed Name:       
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