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Independence turned out at several venues throughout a chilly Veterans Day November 11 to pay tribute to our country’s service
men and women in the community’s first organized “Veterans Day of Honor.”
A small but proud group of veterans were applauded during an honor lap at the day’s opening 5K run/walk at Riverside Park.
Veterans past and present were again honored in the afternoon at a downtown parade featuring dozens of entries, and the day
came to a close with another
round of tribute at the
Independence Community
College evening football game at
Shulthis Stadium. A breakfast,
bean feed and band
performance added to the day’s
celebration.
“We couldn’t be more pleased
with how our community’s
organizations came together to
pull off a truly upbeat and
meaningful event for our
veterans and their families,” said
Lisa Wilson, Independence
Chamber of Commerce
President, one of the lead
organizers for the day. “We
sincerely appreciate all the
contributions of time and talent
from volunteers and city crews,
and we look forward to an even
bigger and better event in 2018.”
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City leaders set to graduate Kansas manager program
Taking their leadership credentials to the next level,
Public Works Director Mike Passauer and Police Chief
Jerry Harrison will graduate December 1 from the Kansas
Certified Public Manager (CPM) program. The nationally
accredited program is offered through the University of
Kansas Public Management Center, in partnership with
the Kansas Association of Counties and the League of
Kansas Municipalities.
The CPM program is specifically designed for managers
working in government agencies, nonprofits and public
sector organizations. Certification involves a year’s study
through a combination of online and classroom learning,
for a total of 300 hours of structured coursework. The
curriculum covers management skills and competencies
needed to manage projects, people, policies and
programs in today’s public sector workplace, including:
human resource policies; budgeting and collaboration;
public policy; communication; management practices;
ethics; coaching; innovation and creativity, among others.
“Mike and Jerry were already exemplary leaders in our
organization,” said City Manager Craig Whitehead. “I applaud
their initiative to further develop their management skills, and
I’m very proud of their accomplishment.”
The course also requires each participant to complete an
individual capstone project focused on an opportunity for cost
savings, revenue generation, process improvement or
innovation in the workplace.
Harrison participated with other public safety officers in the
CPM program and said the experience has equipped him with

MIKE PASSAUER
Public Works Director

JERRY HARRISON
Chief of Police

valuable tools for his position and allowed him to build
important new relationships.
“The biggest benefit I gained from the program was a
thorough understanding of budgeting and budget
management,” Harrison said. “I also am very grateful for the
opportunity to develop a statewide network of peers in law
enforcement.”
Passauer also reported that meeting peers in similar roles
was of great benefit.
“I enjoyed networking with people from other entities like
ours and sharing common issues and solutions,” he said.

Reminder: January water bills will reflect new rates
Your January 2018 water bill will reflect the recently
adopted rate increase for water, sewer and sanitation
fees. Water rates will be increased by 100%, while fees
for sewer services will increase 16.5% and sanitation rates
will go up 5% - all totaled, this represents an overall
increase in your monthly bill of slightly less than 34%.
The utility rate increases were approved by the

Independence City Commission in October and are
necessary to offset inflationary costs and help pay for
much-needed improvements at the City’s sewer and
water treatment plants to ensure citizens have a
well-functioning sewer system and the safest,
best-quality water supply possible.

December 1

December 2

December 2

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: Apricot Lane Boutique

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

4 p.m.-7 p.m.
Visit Santa and Mrs. Claus at
Stich Shelter House

First Friday

Recycling Collection Day
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Christmas in the Park

Quick Briefs
Zookeeper JIM DUKE
After 17 years of providing tender loving care to the animals at
Ralph Mitchell Zoo, zookeeper Jim Duke officially retired from his
position in November.
“Jim had a special bond with our animals, and I know they will
miss seeing him at the zoo each day,” said Park & Zoo Director
Barb Beurskens. “We’ll work hard to pick up where Jim left off,
and we wish him much happiness in his well-deserved
retirement.”
Jim was treated to a retirement party at the park, and his
parting gift from his co-workers was a keepsake photo book of all
the zoo animals.

FALL LEAF PICKUP CONTINUES THRU DECEMBER
Crews will continue to comb the
city to pick up loose leaves through
the remainder of the year. We need
your help to make the process go
smoothly:
• Please rake loose leaves only
(no brush, weeds, rock, brick,
trash, etc.) to the right-of-way
next to the street.
• Please don’t put leaves in the
street, as this can plug the storm
sewer system.
Thanks for your cooperation.

December 14 & 28

City Commission Meetings
5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

PICKUP SCHEDULE:
December 4-6
Areas from Main Street north to Sycamore St. between 5th and 10th
December 7-8 and 11
Areas from Main Street north to Sycamore between 10th and 15th
December 12-14
Areas from Main Street north to Sycamore Street between 15th and 21st
December 15, 18-19
Areas from Sycamore north to Oak Street between 10th and 21st
December 20-22
Areas from Sycamore north to Oak Street between 1st and 10th
December 26-28
Areas from Sycamore north to the north edge of the Country Club
between 1st and 23rd

December 19

Visit Santa at
Temporary City Hall
3 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
811 W. Laurel
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December 25

City Hall Closed

For observance of Christmas holiday.
No trash service this day.

L to R, Independence Public Safety
Director David Cowan; Fire/EMS
Chief Shawn Wallis; Quality Motors
Owner Allen Wulf

A gift earlier this year from Quality Motors to the Independence Fire/EMS department. The Ford company
supported a community BBQ hosted by Quality in June, and donations were collected to show
appreciation for local military personnel and first responders. The fundraising supported both Fire/EMS
and the Wounded Warrior Motorcycle Club. With the donated funds, our department was able to
purchase a multi-gas detector, a device used to monitor levels of harmful gases in the environment - such as carbon monoxide,
hydrogen sulfide, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide - when crews respond to structure fires or accident scenes. It also can gauge
the availability of oxygen at a fire scene and is equipped with an alarm system to alert of danger and a motion sensor to alert others
when the user has become immobile. Fire/EMS Chief Shawn Wallis reports the detector is very effective when responding to reports
of gas odors in the community.

The number of vehicles
that delivered garbage
and recyclables to the City Sanitation Yard during the
annual Citywide Cleanup Day on October 7. To date this
year, 93,470 pounds of recyclables have been received
at the City’s monthly collection events.

January 1

January 5

January 6

For observance of New Year’s
holiday. No trash service this day.

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted
by the City & Indy Chamber.
Sponsor: Hugo’s Industrial Supply

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

City Hall Closed

First Friday
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Recycling Collection Day

Did you realize there are this many different ways to pay your water bill?

Mail your
payment
using the
return
envelope
provided
with your bill.

Drop it in the
receptacles
located at
original City
Hall, 120 N.
6th, and
temporary
City Hall, 811
W. Laurel.

Deliver it in
person at
temporary
City Hall,
811 W.
Laurel.

Pay online on
the City’s
website:
Independenceks
.gov

Pay your bill
by phone at

332-2500.

Set up an
automatic
monthly
draft.
Forms are
available on
the website.

The collective number of years of service for
which the following employees will be
honored this month:
35 Years

The City’s
approximate direct
cost of the annual
Neewollah festival,
including expenses
for increased staff
hours in the Police,
Fire/EMS, Streets
and Sanitation
departments.

Gary Macy
30 Years

David Cowan
25 Years

Tammy Freeman
20 Years

Judith Nelson
15 Years

Kenneth Farmer; Rebecca Hamilton
Larry Moore; April Nutt
10 Years

Charles Benedict; Michael Brewer
Randall Jack; Barney Ryno
5 Years

Jonathan Booe; Stephen Melton
Cody Shamblin; Jerry Tuchscherer

January 11 & 25
City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

(Photo: Mike Devore)

February 2

First Friday

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted
by the City & Indy Chamber.
Sponsor: USD 446 Foundation
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Understanding your property tax bill
Property tax is one of the top revenue-generating methods the City uses to pay for the many needs of our citizens.
Property tax assessments on a residential home are based on 11.5% of the home’s assessed value. For example, the
average home in Independence has an assessed value of about $75,000. 11.5% of that equals $8,625. This number is
used to calculate your property tax bill by multiplying it by the “mill rate.”
Home Value
$75,000

City Mill Rate
53.090

Assessed Value (11.5%)
$8,625

Property Tax
$457.90

Several other jurisdictions also levy a property tax on city homes and businesses. (See the chart below for the
breakdown of mill rates for each taxing entity.) The owner of an average assessed valued home ($75,000) would pay a
total of $1,695 in property taxes.
The City of Independence’s portion of your total tax bill is about 24%, not including the library portion of 2%. The City’s
bill equals $416. The library’s portion equals $41.37, and the City Recreation’s portion equals $43.40.
If you have any questions about property tax allocation, please call the City of Independence at (620) 332-2500.
Wildcat Extension
District, 1.329

Library, 7.263

4%

State, 1.500

1%

1%

Independence Community
College, 40.640

County, 49.049

21%

25%

Independence Recreation
Commission, 5.032

2%

USD 446, (without
Library) 43.449

City (without
Library), 48.294

22%

24%

February 2

February 8 & 22

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

Recycling Collection Day

City Commission Meetings
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GOVERNANCE

A look at our City Manager-Commission form of government

100

years ago, the State of Kansas officially
adopted the City ManagerCommission form of government, under which the
City of Independence operates.
Under this form of government, the City Commission
is elected to act as a policy making and legislative
body, while the City Manager is charged with
administration of all affairs of the City. The City
Manager’s roles include the appointment and removal
of all department heads and all subordinate officers
and employees. The Commissioners, under this
construct of government, have no administrative
authority but rather are responsible for policy making
(i.e., establishing city ordinances) and legislative action
(i.e., condemnation of property).
Prior to this year’s City Commission election, all
commission candidates were invited to attend an
informational meet-and-greet event hosted by the
City of Independence, where local attorney Tim Emert
shared an overview of the City government structure.
Emert explained that the roles, boundaries and rules
of our city government format can sometimes be
misunderstood, and his intent was to offer all
candidates a clear picture of the job description for
which they were vying.
In his presentation, Emert explained that the state
law governing the City Manager-Commission plan of
government also defines the way the commission
functions - such as meeting twice per month and
annually appointing a “chairman” - known as the
mayor - for a term of one year. He noted the mayor’s
appointment is a title only and does not endow the
appointed commissioner with any more authority than
the others.
Emert highlighted the above-mentioned
considerations and several other specific sections of
the City Manager-Commission law, Ordinance 4213,
including the following:

Sec. 2-35(c) “No member of the governing
body shall directly interfere with the conduct of
any department except at the express direction of
the governing body.”
In his various management roles throughout his
career, City Manager Craig Whitehead has
experienced a few different city governance models.
He said there are two keys to making any form of
government function properly: Communication and
teamwork.
“My job is to communicate often and openly with
our commissioners to provide a clear picture of the
administrative work in the organization,” Whitehead
said. “And more important, we all have to be working
from the same motivation - the best interest of our
community’s citizens.
“In my dealings with our current commissioners and
my opportunities to meet our incoming new
commissioner, Louis Ysusi, it is clear that all
commissioners and candidates have the best interest
of the community at heart. That’s a great place to
start!”
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City of Independence
811 W. Laurel
Independence, KS 67301

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

City Treasurer/
Accounting Clerk
Full-time.
$15.71 - $20.60/hour,
depending on
qualifications.
Firefighter I/EMT:
$631.12 for 56-hour
work week.
Mobile Intensive Care
Technician/Firefighter I
(Paramedic)
Full-time.
$784.56 for 56-hour
work week.
Patrol Officer I:
Full-time.
$15.40/hour.
Benefits.
Applications are
accepted at:
Kansas Job
Service Center
317 N. Penn
620-332-5904
southeastkansasworks.com
kansasworks.com
OR

Apply online at:
Independenceks.gov

Dec. 1 / 1-6 p.m. &
Dec. 2 / 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Arts & Crafts Show
Independence
Historical Museum &
Arts Center
Dec. 1 / 6 p.m.
Holiday Festival
Independence Public
Library, 220 E. Maple
Dec. 2 / 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Women for
Independence
Holiday Arts & Crafts
Fair, Wesley Center
8th & Maple

Dec. 2 / 4-7 p.m.
Christmas in the Park
Riverside Park
Stich Shelter House

Dec. 14 / 5-8 p.m.
Independence Main
Street Holiday “Sip
and Shop”
Downtown

Dec. 4 /
12:30 -3:30 p.m.
ESA Beta Rho
Christmas Home Tour
Soup Lunch
12-1:30 p.m.
Wesley Center

Dec. 21 / 5-8 p.m.
Independence Main
Street “Moonlight
Madness Holiday
Shopping” Downtown

Dec. 7 / 5-7 p.m.
Independence Main
Street “Kids Night”
Downtown

Dec. 31 /
8:30 p.m.-1 a.m.
Independence
Community Chest
New Year’s Eve Gala
Booth Hotel

