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You should be in the know!
The City of Independence continues to hone its
capabilities for response to natural disasters and
other emergency situations affecting the community.
To this end, the latest advancement is the
implementation of a new emergency alert system for
residents. The system is designed to send
notifications via email, SMS, voice calls and social

media platforms and can be utilized before, during
and after a community emergency to keep residents
informed of the situation.
“We’re pleased to offer this enhanced
communication system to ensure we are equipped to
(Continued on Page 2)
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City ramping up emergency management procedures
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disseminate critical information and regular updates
in the event of a natural disaster, weather emergency
or other community crisis,” said David Cowan,
director of Safety and Code Enforcement.
In order to receive important communications
through this system, citizens must provide their
contact information via an online registration process.
A link to the registration site can be found on the
City’s website at www.independenceks.gov. On the
registration site, participants also will have
opportunity to sign up for alerts from the National
Weather Service.
The new process replaces the former “Nixle”
notification system, and contact information currently
stored in the Nixle database will not automatically
transfer to the new system. Cowan encourages
residents to be proactive in registering their contact
information as soon as possible, before an emergency
situation arises.
“Of course, spring storm season is fast approaching,
and we all know southeast Kansas weather can be
very volatile,” Cowan said. “But other emergencies,
like a water crisis, gas leak or law enforcement
situation can happen at any time.”
The system can be utilized for neighborhood-specific
emergencies, Cowan said, so residents should enter
their physical addresses in the system to allow for
communication when only their area of town is
impacted.
Additionally, Cowan said, the system can be used to
provide routine communications to residents when
mass notification is necessary, such as city-wide siren
testing.
The City will continue to use multiple other
traditional outlets for emergency communications,
including local and area media, the City’s website,

Facebook page and Twitter account, the local
community cable television channel (Channel 65) and
via the loudspeaker system integrated with tornado
sirens throughout town.

Next Phase: ADA Registry
Cowan said the next project on the list is
establishing a registry to help identify local residents
with special needs who may require extra assistance
in emergency situations.
“These could include, for example, elderly residents
with difficulty walking or a child on a ventilator who
requires electricity 24/7 or anyone else with special
needs,” Cowan said.
Another objective of the registry, he said, is teaching
those on the list how to be prepared for a disaster,
with supplies on hand and arrangements made in the
event they would need to be relocated. The database
also can store information on relatives or friends who
can be contacted to provide assistance.
Cowan emphasized that the registry information will
be confidential and secure and only used in the event
of an emergency.
The establishment of the registry of citizens with
special needs complies with requirements for
emergency management and notifications under the
2010 ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) and is one
more way the City is working to be proactive, Cowan
said.
In the near future, he plans to visit local nursing
homes, assisted living facilities and home health
agencies to spread the word about the registry and
how to enroll. More information will soon be available
on the City’s website, and anyone with questions
about the new notification systems can contact
Cowan at (620) 332-2528.

CALENDAR
March 2

March 3

March 8 & 22

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: Hugo’s Industrial Supply

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

First Friday

Recycling Collection Day
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City Commission Meetings

N

orth Penn underpass
soon to get makeover

Within the next few
months, travelers on
Pennsylvania Avenue
north of downtown
will be treated to a
refreshing view of
what was previously a
rather unloved feature
along that route.
Thanks to an
initiative by the Rturn
organization (the same
group that brought
you the Independence
Dog Park last spring),
the North Penn train trestle will soon experience a
two-sided makeover with fresh paint and bright
billboards reminding passersby of Independence’s
best-known icons.
The design for the trestle’s southside billboard was
unveiled at the February First Friday event and will
feature artistic renderings of attractions at Riverside
Park & Zoo. The north side of the trestle will feature a
red, white and blue billboard capturing more of
Independence’s landmarks, and that design will be
unveiled in the near future.
The scope of the project includes sandblasting and
painting of the trestle and its supporting concrete
and the design, construction and installation of the

4.5 foot by 58 foot billboards on each side. Rturn has
secured nearly 75 percent of its funding goal and
hopes to complete the project by mid-May. The
organization has launched a public fund-raising
campaign for some extra “nice-to-haves,” including
lighting, landscaping and painting of the trestle’s
wooden railing. An additional $15,000 is needed to
reach the full goal, and also will ensure funding is
available for future replacement of the billboards, if
needed.
Contributions to the project are tax-deductible and
may be made payable to: Community Foundation for
Independence (write: Penn Train Trestle Project in
the memo), P.O. Box 1003, Independence, KS 67301.

CALENDAR
March 31

April 6

3 p.m. - Riverside Park

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: Dairy Queen

Community
Easter Egg Hunt
Sponsor: Rotary Club.
For children ages 0-9.
Rain Date: April 1

First Friday
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April 7

Recycling Collection Day

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple

The total combined investment in new residential and commercial
construction in 2017. During the year, a total of 67 building permits
were issued by the City (32 residential/35 commercial).

4:31
The number of feet of sewer main pipe
cleaned by the Water/Sewer Department.

The average response time for
Indy Fire/EMS in answering 2,656
medical calls in 2017. The national
average response time is
7 minutes and 14 minutes in
rural settings.

642

6,106

72,539

The number of Municipal Court
cases filed, resulting in 30 trials,
431 guilty verdicts, 44 diversions
and 205 cases dismissed.

Tons of trash picked up by
the City’s Sanitation
Department in 2017.

Total inbound, outbound and
administrative calls handled by
the Dispatch department,
including 11,448 calls to 911.

CALENDAR
April 12 & 26

April 14

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Riverside Park & Zoo

City Commission Meetings

Park Opening Day
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The number of hours spent in Independence schools by the school
resource officer (SRO). Officer Dustin Stafford strives to be a positive,
reassuring presence at the schools and build mutually respectful
relationships with students.

nuisance lots
of tall grass
mowed!

The number of times
Memorial Hall rooms were
used for meetings and
special events, generating
$32,329.75 in rental fee
income. Rooms available for
public use include the Civic
Center, Gallery, Kitchen,
Veterans Room, American
Legion Room, VFW Room,
Spanish Room, Patriot
Room, Memorial Hall Lobby,
Auditorium, Green Room
and Dressing Rooms.

CALENDAR
April 28

May 4

A day to express friendship to our
neighbors through random acts of
kindness.

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: Indep. Family Medicine

LOVE Independence Day

First Friday
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Call if you can, text if you can’t
Text-to-911 now available in
Montgomery County
Thanks to the latest enhancement to the Independence
Police Department’s NG (Next Generation) 911 system,
citizens experiencing an emergency but unable to place a
voice call to 911 will have the option to use text messaging
to contact a dispatcher.
The Text-to-911 capability was activated in November
and is currently available to callers with phone service
through AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile, Verizon Wireless and other
local carriers.
Independence Police Chief Jerry Harrison explained the
texting option for 911 communications can be useful in
several situations, including:
• For individuals who are hearing impaired;
• For callers who are unable to speak due to a medical or
other condition;
Chief Harrison reminds residents that a voice call is
• In an emergency situation where the caller would
be in further danger by making a voice call - such always the most effective way to contact 911, and
texting should be used only when it is impossible or
as an abduction, domestic violence or active
unsafe to call.
shooter scenario.
He also noted that in the event the text message
GUIDELINES FOR PLACING A 911 TEXT
does not successfully go through - for example, if the
 Type 911 into your phone’s field for a phone
texter is outside the geographic range of the service number.
an automated notification will be sent back to the
 Type your exact address or location in the text
phone.
message field.
“We are pleased to offer one more layer of security
 Explain the type of emergency or help that is
to
our citizens with the addition of the Text-to-911
needed.
service,” Harrison said. “This is an example of how
 Use plain language. Do not use abbreviations,
we’re using technology to be even more responsive
symbols, emoticons or photos.
and relevant in today’s society.”
 Keep the message as brief as possible.
 SEND!

CALENDAR
May 5

May 10 & 24

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

Recycling Collection Day

City Commission Meetings
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2017 SERVICE MILESTONES

35 YEARS

30 YEARS

25 YEARS

20 YEARS
JUDITH NELSON

GARY MACY

DAVID COWAN

TAMMY FREEMAN

PSW III, Street Department

Dir. Safety/Code Enforcement

Admin Aide/Dispatch

15 YEARS

15 YEARS

Dispatcher/Records Clerk

15 YEARS

15 YEARS

APRIL NUTT

KENNETH FARMER

REBECCA HAMILTON

LARRY MOORE

Housing Authority Director

Chief Wastewater Plant Operator

Municipal Court Clerk

Water Plant Operator

10 YEARS

10 YEARS

BARNEY RYNO

RANDALL JACK

PSW III, Water/Sewer

PSW III, Sanitation

5 YEARS

10 YEARS

10 YEARS

CHARLES BENEDICT
Animal Control/Police Officer

MICHAEL BREWER
PSW I, Sanitation

5 YEARS

5 YEARS

5 YEARS

JERRY TUCHSCHERER

STEPHEN MELTON

CODY SHAMBLIN

JONATHAN BOOE

Maintenance III, Housing

PSW II, Sanitation

PSW III, Airport

Firefighter/EMT
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City of Independence
811 W. Laurel
Independence, KS 67301

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
Firefighter I/EMT:
$631.12 for 56-hour
work week.
Mobile Intensive Care
Technician/Firefighter I
(Paramedic)
Full-time.
$784.56 for 56-hour
work week.
Patrol Officer I
Full-time.
$15.40/hour.
Benefits.
Applications are
accepted at:
Kansas Job
Service Center
317 N. Penn
620-332-5904
southeastkansasworks.com
kansasworks.com
OR

Apply online at:
Independenceks.gov

Congratulations to Jim Tuschman of Independence, buyer of the “Dirty Jobs Experience” at the
Independence Chamber of Commerce’s annual banquet live auction. This one-of-a-kind
experience was donated by the City and raised $120 to support the Chamber. We can’t wait to
host Mr. Tuschman soon for a day of adventure with the Sanitation and Water/Sewer crews!

