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CITY HALL NEWS
Way off target!

Reckless use of public
gun range jeopardizes
safety, future availability
The Independence Police Department (IPD) continues to
investigate a number of recent gun crimes at the public gun range
on City property that are jeopardizing safety and the continued
availability of the range.
According to Chief Jerry Harrison, on July 10, IPD received a
report that a city maintenance building near the gun range had
been shot multiple times. Responding officers found multiple
holes and dents, all believed to be from bullet strikes. The
building is about 81 yards west of the nearest boundary of the
firing range located near the airport, Harrison explained, and the
airport runway is less than a quarter mile away, and the taxi-way

and
concrete
apron are 200 to
250 yards to the
west of the same
boundary.
“Considering the
humble .22 long
rifle bullet can
travel up to a mile
and looking at the height of some of the bullet holes, if there
were any planes on the runway or anywhere else in the vicinity
they were certainly in range,” he said.
He noted that City staff also access the maintenance building at
all hours and could be in danger if shots are fired in that direction
while they are on the premises.
Officers reported that the holes in the building were of various
sizes and located in several places across the east wall, indicating
(Continued on Page 6)
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Longtime public accountant David Schwenker has
joined the City of Independence in the position of City
Clerk/Treasurer.
Formerly a partner at the Yerkes & Michels, CPA, LLC,
accounting firm, Schwenker began his duties August 6 at
City Hall. He is responsible for account and ledger
reconciliation and other daily primary accounting duties,
as well as supervising the issuance of city permits and
overseeing record keeping related to Independence City
Commission proceedings.
A native of Pittsburg, Schwenker joined Yerkes &
Michels as a staff accountant in June 2000, after earning
an accounting degree at Pittsburg State University. In
January 2015, he was promoted to partner in the firm,
and for several years he was involved in the firm’s
annual audit of the City’s finances.
“We were very fortunate to have the opportunity to
hire David,” said Independence Finance Director Mike
Borovetz. “He will be a tremendous addition to our staff
and a great asset for the citizens of Independence.”
City Manager Craig Whitehead noted that Schwenker
rose to the top of a large pool of applicants, and his
public accounting experience will serve him well in his
new position.
“We were extremely fortunate to find someone with
David’s depth of experience in public sector accounting,
and it’s a huge bonus that he is already familiar with the
City,” Whitehead said.
Whitehead explained the consolidated Clerk/Treasurer

position was
developed
several
months ago
in an effort to
establish
more
stringent
financial
management
protocols.
With the
experience
Schwenker brings to his role, Whitehead said, the City
will be well equipped to accomplish its current
corrective action plan addressing process deficiencies
and likewise will be well positioned to maintain
excellent practices going forward.
“We continue to make great strides in our action plan,
and we’re improving our processes every day,”
Whitehead said. “The addition of David is a very
important step in a positive direction.”
Schwenker said he is looking forward to the challenges
and rewards that come with a career change.
Outside of work, Schwenker serves as treasurer for
the Independence Bulldog Booster Club and as a board
member for the Community Action Center. He and his
wife, Lisa, have two adult children.

COMING SOON

Community-Based
Survey Results

to be presented to the
City Commission in September

CALENDAR
September 7

September 8

September 11

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber
Sponsor: Edward Jones

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple
(Also collected EVERY TUESDAY,
11 a.m.-1 p.m.)

9/11 National Day
of Remembrance

First Friday

Recycling Collection Day
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Remember, you
can now find
City financial
info online
www.independenceks.gov
Thanks to a multi-channel approach
to transparent information sharing,
Indy citizens are now able to easily
access
several
public
record
documents on the City’s website.
Financial records, in particular, are
available at the click of a mouse,
including the approved 2019 budget
(right), which represents NO mill levy
increase over last year. The new
budget will fund important capital
projects, including:
◼

◼
◼

City Hall external seal and
internal demolition (partial cost of
Phase 1): $890,000

Street Treatments: $250,000
Streets/Sidewalks ADA
Compliance: $100,000

◼

Annual ADA Program: $200,000

◼

Water Line Projects: $300,000
See more budget information on
PAGE 8.

Other financial documents now fully
accessible online include:
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼

Annual Budgets
5-Year Capital Improvement Plans
Citizens’ Budgets
Audit Documents
Quarterly Operating Reports
Treasurer’s Reports

2019 CITY BUDGET
2018 Budget
REVENUES
General Fund
$ 7,209,291
Water/Wastewater Fund
5,398,290
Sanitation Fund
1,227,500
Airport Fund
606,000
Special Use Sales Tax Fund
1,931,000
Economic Dev/Transportation
559,300
Industrial Fund
27,500
Educational Sales Tax Fund
1,931,000
Gen. Fund/Employee Benefits
893,811
Library Fund
266,718
Special Parks & Rec Fund
30,000
Special Alcohol Fund
30,000
Liability Insurance Fund
103,240
Memorial Hall Tax Credit Fund
Quality of Life Sales Tax Fund
80,000
Bond and Interest Fund
942,232
TOTAL $21,235,882
EXPENDITURES
General Fund
Water/Wastewater Fund
Sanitation Fund
Airport Fund
Special Use Sales Tax Fund
Economic Dev/Transportation
Industrial Fund
Educational Sales Tax Fund
Gen. Fund/Employee Benefits
Library Fund
Special Parks & Rec Fund
Special Alcohol Fund
Liability Insurance Fund
Memorial Hall Tax Credit Fund
Quality of Life Sales Tax Fund
Bond and Interest Fund

2019 Approved
7,394,299
5,732,456
1,229,194
657,000
2,426,873
334,300
27,500
1,931,000
809,521
265,507
42,083
42,083
105,000
75,000
1,144,471
$22,216,287

Variance
185,008
334,166
1,694
51,000
495,873
(225,000)
(84,290)
(1,211)
12,083
12,083
1,760
(5,000)
202,239
$ 980,405

$ 7,209,291
5,372,204
1,136,170
589,509
1,559,169
559,300
27,500
1,931,000
893,811
266,718
30,000
30,000
92,981
197,341
80,000
889,444

7,394,299
5,483,215
1,229,194
589,509
2,426,873
334,300
27,500
1,931,000
809,521
265,507
38,000
30,000
93,010
75,000
1,144,471

185,008
111,011
93,024
867,704
(225,000)
(84,290)
(1,211)
8,000
29
(197,341)
(5,000)
255,027

TOTAL $20,864,439

$21,871,400

$ 1,006,961

CALENDAR
September 13 & 27

City Commission Meetings
5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community

September 14

September 29

6 p.m. - Riverside Park
Mid-Continent Band, Ceremony,
Free Miniature Train Rides

6:30 p.m. pre-show activities
7:30 p.m. show time - “The Incredibles”
Community National Bank parking lot
Sponsors: Independence Family Medicine
& Newkirk Dennis & Buckles

A.C. Stich Shelter House
100th Year Celebration
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Downtown Movie NIGHT

history

The community is invited to come celebrate the 100th year of the
AC Stich Shelter House at Riverside Park
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
6 p.m.
Mid-Continent Band Performance, Flag Raising, History Presentation
& FREE Train Rides celebrating the miniature train’s 65th year!

CALENDAR
October 5

October 6

October 11 & 24

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber
Sponsor: 2B Smokin’

Recycling: 8 a.m.-12 noon
Cleanup Drop-off: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community

First Friday

Community Cleanup Day &
Recycling Collection Day
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City Commission
Meetings

Quick Briefs
Zoolloween in its 5th year;
event sponsorships welcome
Riverside Park
& Zoo, of course,
is a year-round
mecca of fun for
little ones, but
on one evening
each fall, the
venue morphs
into somewhat
of a Halloween
wonderland.
The 5th annual
“Zoolloween”
event is set for
Saturday, October 13, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Ralph
Mitchell Zoo. Since 2014, the celebration has entertained
more than 5,000 children and adults.
For a $2 admission fee, families can enjoy a wide array of
costumed characters, trick-or-treating at sponsor tables
and games and activities for all ages. All those in
attendance are encouraged to come in costume, and the
scare factor is kept in check for the benefit of the youngest
guests.
The annual event has proven an overwhelming success
thanks to the support of generous volunteers and area
businesses and civic clubs who offer financial assistance
and man booths to provide treats, giveaways and
entertainment.
Sponsorship of a table at $100 covers the cost of candy
and trinkets for approximately 1,000 kids. Organizations
also are welcome to provide their own treats. Cash
donations also are welcome, without the commitment to
man a table. Sponsorship confirmations are requested by

September 11. In the event of bad weather on Zoolloween
evening, the celebration will be rescheduled to Sunday,
October 14, at the same time.
For more information, contact the Riverside Park office at
(620) 332-2512.
P.S. - MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE NEXT BIG
COMMUNITY CELEBRATION AT THE PARK …
“CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK,” SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1.

Annual city-wide cleanup set
for October 6, rain or shine
The annual fall community cleanup event is the perfect
time to dispose of large clutter items that have been
accumulating around your property. On Saturday, October
6, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., the City Sanitation Yard at 21st &
Maple will be open to accept free drop-off of old furniture,
appliances, construction materials and large debris. No
household trash or hazardous waste, such as oil, paint or
chemicals, will be accepted.
Also during this timeframe, the City’s Tree Dump will be
open to the community to receive limbs and brush.
Directions to the dump: From S. 10th Street, turn east on
College Avenue to CR 4100, then south approximately 1/2
mile.
For residents who need assistance hauling large items,
free pickup is available if arrangements are made in
advance. For pickup, please call the Independence Housing
Authority at (620) 332-2536 by Wednesday, October 3.
Please note: Cleanup is for city residents only. You may be
asked to show a utility bill or driver’s license for address
verification.
October 6 is also the usual monthly recycling collection
day from 8 a.m. to 12 noon at the Sanitation Yard.

CALENDAR
October 13

“Zoolloween”

5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Ralph Mitchell Zoo
Fun, games & trick-or-treating.
Admission $2/person

October 19-27

Neewollah Festival

9-day community celebration.
Multiple events and venues.
Visit www.neewollah.com for
schedules and more info
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2015

Crimes jeopardize gun range
(Continued from Page 1)

The City is making
efficient use of extra
space at temporary City
Hall and Memorial Hall
to provide interim
accommodations
for
several state agencies in the process of transitioning
to new permanent locations.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE/
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES
The DMV office for driver’s license services is
currently located on the 2nd floor of Building D/
Temporary City Hall. The office opened for business
August 14 and will remain while renovations are
underway for its new location in Independence. The
office is open Tuesday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Phone: (620) 331-8202

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF LABOR (KDOL)
This office is also located on the 2nd floor.
Phone: (620) 331-0938

the bullets were fired from multiple weapons. This discovery
is especially worrisome, Harrison said, because it indicates
there are likely a number of different people abusing the
gun range, which is provided at taxpayer expense. The cost
to repair the damages has been estimated at more than
$19,000 by a local construction company.
In addition to the serious safety concerns, Harrison
explained the city’s insurance provider has threatened to
cancel coverage of the range unless a safe solution to the
problem is developed.
“Tons of people use this range. Every time you go out
there, someone is responsibly enjoying this privilege,” he
said. “This is a prime example of how a very few
irresponsible individuals can ruin a good thing for the entire
community.”
IPD is working with Independence Public Works, Water
Treatment and Wastewater Treatment departments to
develop a cost-effective response. Textron Aviation and the
Independence Gun Club also are in discussions with City
personnel to find an economic and safe solution to save the
range, Harrison said.
If identified, the list of potential charges facing the
perpetrators include felony criminal damage and felony
criminal discharge of a firearm. IPD asks anyone with
information about the crimes to call (620) 332-1700.
Harrison wants to remind all lawful gun owners to call police
any time they see inappropriate conduct on the firing range.

SCHEDULE NOTES:

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES (KDCF)
This service operates out of the former surgery area
located on the first floor of the building.
Phone: (620) 331-0350

STATE BOARD OF INDIGENTS’ DEFENSE SERVICES
This service will be temporarily housed at Memorial
Hall in downtown Independence.
Phone: (620) 331-4329

City Hall will be CLOSED for the
following holidays:
VETERANS DAY
Monday, November 12
THANKSGIVING
Thursday, November 22-23

CALENDAR
Calendar...
October 31

November 2

November 3

6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Downtown Independence
200 Block of N. Penn
Safe, fun trick-or-treating

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber
Sponsor: Enbridge

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple
(Also collected EVERY TUESDAY,
11 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Halloween/Trunk-or-Treat

First Friday
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Recycling Collection Day

Rx drop-off available at City Hall
In partnership with the Coffeyville Police Department
and with grant funding provided by Four County Mental
Health, the Independence Police Department has
initiated a prescription medication recovery program to
help citizens safely dispose of expired or unused
medication.
A secure collection box has been placed on the first floor
of temporary City Hall, 811 W. Laurel, next to the visitor
elevators. Citizens can deposit items in the box during
regular City business hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday (excluding holidays).
“Our drug drop-off program is a demonstration that we
have heard the needs of our community,” said Police
Chief Jerry Harrison. “It’s one more way we are working
to provide effective and efficient services that benefit
our citizens without increasing tax need.”
What CAN be deposited:
• Prescription medications
• Vitamins
• Medicine patches
• Over-the-counter drugs
• Drug samples
• Pet medications
What CANNOT be deposited:
◼
Hydrogen peroxide
◼
Thermometers
◼
Needles/sharps
◼
Medications from businesses or clinics
◼
Inhalers
◼
Aerosol cans
◼
Ointments, lotions or liquids.

Harrison explained there is no reporting involved in the
drop-off process, and individuals can deposit items
anonymously. The collection bin will be emptied at
regular intervals, and the Coffeyville Police Department
will handle disposal.
“This new program will keep drugs from falling into the
wrong hands, getting into local waterways or harming
the environment in landfills,” Harrison said. “We have
great appreciation for Four County and the Coffeyville
Police Department for their partnership in this effort.”

CALENDAR
November 5 & 20

November 10

City Commission Meetings

Veterans Day
of Honor
Parade and
Activities

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/Memorial Hall
Open to the community
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City of Independence
811 W. Laurel
Independence, KS 67301
EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Firefighter I/EMT: $631.12 per
56-hour week; benefits.
MICT (Paramedic): $784.56 per
56-hour week; benefits.
Maintenance I/Park & Zoo: Full-time.
$12.72/hour; benefits.
Applications are accepted at:
Kansas Works, 317 N. Penn
620-332-5904
www.southeastkansasworks.com
www.kansasworks.com

2019 Capital Improvement Plan at a glance

