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City of Independence
811 W. Laurel
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WINTER 2020

ALWAYS
READY

NEWS

Inter-agency active shooter
drill tests emergency
response capabilities

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Dispatcher/Clerk I

Come be part of our team!

• Receives regular and 911 telephone
calls and dispatches personnel to
handle emergencies.
• Processes reports for prosecutors.
• Maintains case, report, accident,
complaint, insurance and related
files.
• Tests sirens, radios and phones.
• Checks validity of driver’s licenses
and vehicle tags.
• Submits crime information to law
enforcement databases.

Full-time
$13.75/hr, plus benefits

Firefighter I/EMT

• Tests and maintains ambulances,
pumping engines, aerial ladder
trucks, hoses and other equipment.
• Participates in fire rescues, fire
prevention, station maintenance and
training activities.
• Performs cleanup and overhaul
work after a fire.
• Responds to EMS calls, administers
first aid as required, and writes EMS
reports.
• Responds to major alarms while off
duty.
• Assists with public education on fire
prevention.

Full-time
$644/56-hour week,
plus benefits

Mobile Intensive Care
Technician/FF1
(Paramedic)

• Tests and maintains ambulances,
pumping engines, aerial ladder
trucks, hoses and other equipment.
• Participates in fire prevention,
station maintenance and training
activities.
• Performs cleanup and overhaul
work after a fire.
• Rescues persons at fire scene;
• Responds to EMS calls, administers
first aid as required, and writes EMS
reports.
• Responds to major alarms while off
duty.
• Assists with public education on fire
prevention.

Patrol Officer I

• Patrols city to enforce law and order.
• Investigates and prepares reports of
complaints and accidents.
• Issues citations and makes arrests.
• Responds to crime, accident and
emergency scenes.
• Serves subpoenas and warrants.
• Controls traffic and crowds.
• Appears in court.
• Books and transports prisoners.
• Takes fingerprints.

Full-time
$15.40/hr, plus benefits

Full-time
$800.12/56-hour week, plus
benefits
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TWO WAYS TO APPLY:
Applications also accepted at:
Complete an application online at:
KansasWorks, 317 N. Penn / 620-332-5904
www.independenceks.gov
www.southeastkansasworks.com
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W

hat began as a routine morning on
an unseasonably warm December
day quickly unraveled when emergency
dispatchers received a startling 911
call. The caller reported gunshots at
Independence Community College's
West Campus location on West Main St.
An active shooting was in progress.
As it turns out, the call wasn't real, but
it also wasn't a hoax. It was the trigger
for an elaborate, well-coordinated
emergency response drill involving
personnel from multiple county agencies
and organizations.
Swiftly and professionally, officers from
the Independence Police Department
and Montgomery County Sheriff's Office
descended on ICC West to methodically
sweep the building, rescue mock victims
and apprehend the suspected shooters.
"I was pleased with how well the drill
went," said Independence Police Chief
Jerry Harrison. "The officers and deputies
moved together like they trained for this
regularly."
Law enforcement personnel were
supported in the drill by Montgomery
County
Emergency
Management,
(Continued on Page 2)
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January 3

First Friday

7:30 a.m.
Civic Center
Community update
co-hosted by the City and
Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: Enbridge

January 4

Recycling Collection
8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple

January
7, 14, 21 & 28

Weekly Community
Recycling Collection
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple
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Active shooter drill continued...
Independence Fire/EMS, ICC and Labette
Health, and several volunteers were engaged
to play the roles of shooting victims - complete
with very realistic wound make-up - and
suspects.
Harrison explained the active shooter
scenario was a relevant practice exercise in
light of what seem to be increasing instances
of shootings in public locales and workplaces
in the United States. However, he issued
a reminder that concern regarding the
likelihood of experiencing a public shooting
should be kept in perspective.
"In 2018, the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) reported 28 active shooter incidents in
the U.S., with 85 people killed," he explained.
"In comparison, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration reports 36,560 people
were killed in car crashes in 2018."
Regardless of statistics, IPD Sgt. Dustin
Stafford explained the key to peace of mind
and optimal public safety is preparation.
The December drill reinforced the need for
employers, schools, churches and other public
gathering places to receive practical training
in how to respond to an intruder.
Both IPD and the Sheriff's department offer
training in the ALICE method for response.
Stafford is an instructor for the program and
spelled out the ALICE acronym:
A = Alert. The first notification of danger.
L = Lockdown. If evacuation is not a safe
option, entry points should be barricaded.
I = Inform. Communicate real time
information on the shooter's location to 911.
C = Counter. As a last resort, create noise,
movement, distance and distraction to reduce
the shooter's ability to shoot accurately.

E = Evacuate. When safe to do so, run
from danger, using non-traditional exits if
necessary.
Stafford said the ALICE training includes
a classroom component as well as on-site
training within businesses, churches, schools
or other venues so that individuals can
understand how ALICE would work in their
locations, and so they can identify challenges
and can create specific response plans for
their facilities.
"We want to be sure they have all the
information they need to identify potential
risks and make their locations safer," Stafford
said.
Organizations interested in learning more
about ALICE training may contact the
Independence Police Department at 620-3321700.

Briefs

calendar

City Commission set to reorganize
The Independence City Commission will conduct its annual
reorganization at the January 9 meeting (5:30 p.m., Veterans
Room at Memorial Hall). At the meeting, a city mayor will be
appointed for 2020; Commissioner Louis Ysusi will be sworn in
for a second term; new commissioner Dean Hayse will officially
begin his first term; and the commisison will bid farewell to
Gary Hogsett. Commissioner Leonhard Caflisch will continue
in his current term.
Hogsett has served on the commission since his appointment
in August 2014, filling a position vacated upon the resignation
of Derrill Unruh.
"Independence is a great city, and it's been a tremendous honor
to serve as mayor and commissioner," Hogsett said. "I'm excited
about our future."
As a new face on the commission, Hayse said he, too, is excited
for the community's future and to take on his new role.
"I believe in Independence," Hayse said. "Independence is
a community with great citizens, great amenities and great
potential.
"I hope this commission will begin addressing the problems
of declining population, decreased property values and deferred
maintenance of city assets. The new Economic Development
Advisory Board will be of particular importance as we understand
what barriers and opportunities face the community. Initially, it
(also) is extremely important that we place the best person in the
position of city manager, someone who can lead the city, engage
the citizens and inspire confidence in the community."

January 9 & 23

City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
Open to the community.

HOGSETT

January 15

City Commission
Work Session

9 a.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room

HAYSE

YSUSI

Airport drag races rescheduled

After persistent spring rain
forced the cancellation of
last year's "Kansas Airstrip
Attack" drag races at the
Independence Municipal
Airport, the event has been
rescheduled for April 18 and
19, weather permitting. Presented by the Shift S3ctor organization based in California,
the two-day event will utilize the airport runway for competitive half-mile, side-byside racing in a variety of modified muscle cars with drivers from around the country.
The event will be open to spectators, and more information on the event schedule
and ticket sales will be released soon.

page 3

Winter Fire Safety Tips

calendar

Utility Reminders:

from Fire/EMS

Understand
your water &
sewer rates
for 2020

Chief Shawn Wallis

February 1

Recycling Collection
8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple

February
4, 11, 18 & 25

Weekly Community
Recycling Collection
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple

February 7
First Friday

7:30 a.m.
Civic Center
Community update
co-hosted by the City and
Independence Chamber.

February 13 & 27
City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
Open to the community.

February 19

City Commission
Work Session

9 a.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
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t is that time of year when the temperatures have
begun to drop and the heaters are kicked on in
your homes. More fires happen in the winter
months than any other time of the year, as we spend
more time indoors and use different methods to heat
our homes. It is important to keep fire safety in mind
when you are heating your home.

to prevent embers or sparks from jumping out and
starting a fire.
• Do not burn paper in your fireplace.
• Before you go to sleep or leave your home, put the
fire out completely.
• Put ashes in a metal container with a lid. Store the
container outside at least 3 feet from your home.

ROUTINE HEATER MAINTENANCE
Every winter, the fire department receives a lot
of calls from residents reporting a burning smell in
their homes. This often happens when turning on the
heater for the first time of the season and is generally
caused by several months of dust accumulation.
However, the odor can also be caused by a clogged
filter. Filters should be checked and replaced annually.
It is also important to have your heater inspected by a
professional each year.
If you notice a burning smell in your house and you
are unsure of the cause, don’t hesitate to call us. We
would be glad to come and check it out for you to be
sure everything is in order.

USING A WOOD STOVE
• Have your chimney inspected and cleaned each
year by a professional.
• Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet from
the stove.
• Do not burn paper in your wood stove.
• Before you go to sleep or leave your home, put the
fire out completely.

USING A PORTABLE HEATER
If you are using a portable heater, take these
precautions:
• Make sure the heater has an automatic shut-off so
if it tips over, it shuts off.
• Keep anything that can burn - such as bedding,
clothing and curtains - at least 3 feet from the heater.
• Plug portable heaters directly into wall outlets.
Never use an extension cord or power strip.
• Turn heaters off when you go to bed or leave the
room.
USING A FIREPLACE
• Keep a glass or metal screen in front of the fireplace

CARBON MONOXIDE & SMOKE ALARMS
When heating your home, you need to be aware
of carbon monoxide. Carbon monoxide, also known
as CO, is called the “invisible killer” because it’s a
colorless, odorless and poisonous gas. More than
150 people in the U.S. die every year from accidental
CO poisoning from generators or fuel-burning
appliances such as furnaces, stoves, water heaters and
fireplaces. Breathing CO at high levels can kill you.
Put CO alarms inside your home to provide an
early warning of increasing CO levels. These alarms
should be placed in a central location outside each
sleeping area and on every level of your home.
As always, make sure you have a smoke alarm
on every level of your home, inside bedrooms and
outside sleeping areas. Test your alarms every month.
Have a home fire escape plan and practice your plan
at least twice a year. Make sure everyone knows how
to escape your home if there is a fire.

Remember to expect a slight increase in water and sewer rates this year in accordance
with City Ordinance No. 4284, which was approved by the Independence City Commission
in December 2018. Below is a breakdown of the rate changes:

In the City Limits:			

Outside City Limits:

WATER RATES

2019

2020

WATER RATES 		

2019

2020

FIRST 1,000 GALLONS

$15.22

$15.68

FIRST 1,000 GALLONS

$22.83

$23.52

NEXT 9,000

$7.06

$7.27

NEXT 9,000 		

$10.59

$10.91

NEXT 50,000

$5.89

$6.07

NEXT 50,000

$8.84

$9.11

NEXT 500,000 		

$5.43

$5.59

NEXT 500,000 		

$8.14

$8.39

NEXT 750,000 		

$4.28

$4.41

NEXT 750,000

$6.42

$6.62

OVER 1,310,000 		

$3.88

$4.00

OVER 1,310,000

$5.82

$5.99

		

		
SEWER RATES 		

2019

2020

SEWER RATES

2019

2020

BASE 			

$24.50

$25.24

BASE

$30.63

$31.55

PER 1,000
GALLONS

$4.62

$4.76

PER 1,000
GALLONS

$5.77

$5.95

		

SEWER RATES - MG CTY DISTRICT #2 		
				2019

2020

BASE

			

$37.15

$38.26

PER 1,000 GALLONS 		

$7.66

$7.89

Monthly sewer charges for residential customers are based on the average monthly water
usage in the months of January, February, November and December of the preceding year.
•

Your 2020 monthly sewer rate will be based on your average water usage in January/
February 2019 and November/December 2019.

•

Your 2021 monthly sewer rate will be based on your average water usage in January/
February 2020 and November/December 2020.

If a residential customer has not established a monthly user charge, the customer will pay
the median customer charge determined during the most recent sewer averaging period.
***Hardship Rates are 75% of the regular rate. To apply, stop by City Hall or visit
www.independenceks.gov
To pay your bill by phone, please call: 1-844-215-7377

BOARD
POSITIONS
AVAILABLE
If you've ever wanted
to make a difference
in the community but
weren't sure how, the
City has two great
opportunities for you.
We currently have
two volunteer board
positions open:

Planning Commission
(Applicants must live
within the city limits.)

Tree Board

(Members do not
have to live within the
city limits.)
The deadline for
applications for both
positions is

JANUARY 17
Find more info and
apply online at:

independenceks.gov
(under News Flash)
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March 6

First Friday

7:30 a.m.
Civic Center
Community update
co-hosted by the City and
Independence Chamber.

Behind
the Job
CODY
SHAMBLIN

Our quarterly feature “Behind the Job” offers a glimpse into the back stories, lives and
passions of the women and men who keep your city functioning day to day.

Recycling Collection
8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple

March
3, 10, 17, 24 & 25

Weekly Community
Recycling Collection
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple
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AIRPORT SUPERVISOR

March 7

City Employees Honored
for Years of Service
40 Years

30 Years

25 Years

25 Years

WILLIAM J. KELLY
Municipal Judge

BARRY BEURSKENS
Maintenance III

DEREK BRYANT
Detective

LYDIA COLLINS
Clerk III

I

n his role as supervisor of the Independence Municipal Airport, Cody Shamblin
says "every day is a new adventure." He enjoys almost every aspect of the job,
espcially the experience of being around new aircraft every day and "meeting new
people from all walks of life."
And he definitely makes an impression himself on those he meets in the course of
his work. In fact, he was recently recognized for "hard work and professionalism" by
leaders of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) Chapter #980, whom Cody
assisted with their "Celebration of Flight" event at the airport in September.
In a formal letter to City administration and the Independence City Commission,
the EAA chapter members wrote,
"While many people in his position would view the (event) as a hassle and 'just
more work,' Cody saw it as an opportunity to showcase the City of Independence
and the airport.
"His attention to detail, both in preparation and during the event, was exceptional.
His numerous contributions included painting, cleaning, mowing, sweeping the
taxiways, attending many planning meetings, coordinating with the FAA, recording
a special announcement on the AWOS radio system and many behind-the-scenes
activities.
"Independence is blessed to have such a hard working, dedicated, enthusiastic
team member. His efforts are greatly appreciated."
It's all in a day's work, Cody says.
"My experience has taught me that hard work and dedication will always pay off,"
he said.
Cody originally moved to the Independence area from Oklahoma 13 years ago
for work in an oil field. He has been employed with the City for six years. When he
is not running the airport or working at one of his other two jobs, he enjoys tinkering
on old cars and trucks, fishing and spending time with his three children: Lola, 14;
Eithan, 12; and John, 8.

March 12 & 26

City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
Open to the community.

March 18

20 Years

15 Years

10 Years

10 Years

DUSTIN STAFFORD
Sergeant / IPD

CHRISTINA JOHNSON
Sergeant / IPD

JOHN FELTON
Water/Sewer Supervisor

KATIE SOUTHWORTH
Zoo Supervisor

10 Years

5 Years

5 Years

5 Years

RICHARD HAWK
Public Service Worker I

DANIEL CRANFORD
Public Service Worker II

JOSEPH MANYO
Public Service Worker I

JOHN BOLES
Captain/AEMT

5 Years
RICHARD SHERLEY
Police officer I / IPD

5 Years
CHARLES ALLEN
Dispatcher/Clerk I

5 Years
BRIDGET HAMMER
Dispatcher/Clerk I

City Commission
Work Session

9 a.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
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