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What I love most about working for
the City of Independence...

Your cart is on its way

“I love how the City takes care of its
employees. The health insurance options
we have to pick from. I absolutely love
everyone I work with. They are fun and
extremely helpful.”

NEWS

Sanitation service set for overhaul

- Lana Robinson
Finance Department

After an extended period of thoughtful research
and planning, a revamp of the City's sanitation
service is now underway. Beginning Monday,
September 27, the way your residential trash
is collected will be different. There will be new
methods and a new schedule for trash pickup,
all in an effort to improve our service to you and
streamline our operations to be as efficient as
possible.
Here's what you need to know:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 6 | September 3 | October 1
FIRST FRIDAY

7:30 a.m. Independence Civic Center
& Facebook Live
Co-sponsored by City & Chamber

August 7 | September 4 | October 2
Monthly Recycling @ City Sanitation Yard
21st & Maple
8 a.m.-12 noon
Also offered every Tuesday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

August 12 & 26
September 9 & 23 | October 14 & 27
CITY COMMISSION MEETINGS

5:30 p.m. - Independence Civic Center & Facebook Live

CITY PROVIDED TRASH CARTS ARE COMING

September 6
CITY HALL CLOSED
LABOR DAY OBSERVANCE
September 27
NEW SANITATION
SERVICE LAUNCHES
Poly carts and 1x per week collection

October 9
ZOOLLOWEEN
Ralph Mitchell Zoo

5 p.m.-7 p.m.

Kid-friendly Halloween celebration.

Every residential sanitation customer will receive
a 95-gallon poly cart trash dumpster like the one
pictured on the left. The cart will be delivered to
your home a few days prior to the new service
launch (September 27). Each cart will be marked
with the City of Independence logo and a serial
number that is specific to your address. You will
no longer be responsible for providing your own
trash can!

OUR PICK-UP SCHEDULE IS CHANGING
Our trash collection frequency will be changing to
once a week, rather than twice, as is currently the
schedule in most residential neighborhoods. Your
new cart is designed to hold up to 300 pounds of
waste, which is plenty of capacity for the average
household's weekly trash. We will announce the
new pick-up schedule on the City's website well
in advance of our launch date. Read More uwu

City of Independence
811 W. Laurel n Independence, KS 67301 n 620-332-2500
www.independenceks.gov

More Trash Talk...
What you need to know
YOUR PICK-UP LOCATION MAY BE CHANGING
At most residences your pick-up location will be moved
from the alley to the curb in front of your home. Our
community's alleyways were not designed for today's
heavy trash trucks, and maneuvering the new carts will
require more space. This is true for most residences,
but not all, depending on the neighborhood (some
areas are too steep to take trash to the street). A
detailed list of pickup locations will be available on the
City's website prior to launch, and you will be notified
if your pick-up location remains in the alley.

A A A A A

Indy Sanitation Q&A

What time does my cart need to be placed at the curb?
By 5 a.m. on your day of service. Please take it back to your
house as soon as possible after we've emptied it.
Can I throw away my old trash can?
Yes, let us know if you want to get rid of it, and we will collect
it with your trash.
What if I miss my collection day or I am late putting out my
trash?
We will be back next week. Unfortunately, we cannot
manage second passes to individual residences.
What if my cart is damaged or stolen?
If you haven't damaged the cart with things like harsh
chemicals or hot ashes, the City will provide you a new cart
at no charge. If the cart is stolen, you will have to file a police
report in order to receive a new cart. As each cart will have
a serial number unique to its address, tracking will be easier.
Will you still pick up my trash closer to my house for an
extra fee?
Yes. This service is still available, if you can't make it to the
street. You can arrange for this service by calling the main
City line, 620-332-2500, Option 3.
Is there a hardship rate?
Yes. Please call the main City line if you feel you qualify.
Will the schedule change on holidays?
Yes. The following holidays and schedule changes will be
observed for the remainder of 2021.
• November 11 (Veterans Day) no service.
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WHAT ISN'T CHANGING
We still need you to bag your trash before placing it in
your new cart. Bagging cuts down on odors and windblown trash as we are emptying your cart.
Also, our dedication to providing you quality sanitation
service, rain or shine, will not change.
Read on for the answers to some commonly asked
questions about the new sanitation service and ongoing
City efforts to manage waste and support community
beautificaton:

A A A A A

• November 12 (Friday) Sanitation will be picking up
the Thursday route.
• November 13 (Saturday) Sanitation will be picking
up the Friday route.
• November 25 (Thanksgiving) no service.
• November 26 (Friday) Sanitation will be picking up
the Thursday route.
• November 27 (Saturday) Sanitation will be picking
up the Friday route.
What if I move, do I take my cart?
No. Leave your cart at your residence, even if you just move
across town. Your cart's serial number is associated with its
address.
Will you still pick up bulky items?
Yes. The easiest way to get on the list for bulky item pickup is to put in a work order on the City's website. However,
the easiest way to get rid of large amounts of trash (from
moving, cleaning out a house, doing renovation, etc.) is to
contact the City to arrange rental of a residential dumpster
(note there are restrictions on what can be placed in a
dumpster).
Also, the City Sanitation Yard at 21st & Maple is still accepting
bulky items on the following schedule:
• Tuesdays & Thursdays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
• 1st Saturday of the month 8 a.m. to 12 noon
And, beginning October 2, the City's brush dump will be
open to residents on the first Saturday of the month from
8 a.m.-12 noon.

City welcomes new Park & Zoo leader
S

cott Patton, of Independence, has
that the park and zoo are an asset to
been named the new Director
this community that I hope to play a
of the City of Independence Park, Zoo
part in maintaining.”
and Cemetery Departments. Patton
The park, zoo and cemetery director’s
assumed the role July 26.
position
includes
administration
For the past two years, Patton
of all operations of Riverside Park,
has worked as a park ranger for the
Ralph Mitchell Zoo and Mount Hope
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks
Cemetery, including staffing; budgeting;
and Tourism (KDWPT), stationed
maintenance of all facilities; managing
primarily at Elk City State Park, where
zoo animal welfare; coordinating
he was responsible for safety and
special events; and interfacing with the
law enforcement, customer service,
community.
educational programming and park
City Manager Kelly Passauer said
operations. His previous experience
Patton’s credentials make him a good fit
includes horticulture maintenance for
for the director’s role. “We are pleased
Scott
Patton
the City of Manhattan Parks and Recreation
to welcome Scott to the City team and look
Department; grounds work at Kansas State
forward to further elevating the quality of
University (KSU); and seasonal roles with KDWPT and park, zoo and cemetery services under his leadership,”
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Tuttle Creek Lake in Passauer said.
Manhattan.
She noted, in addition to managing daily functions, a
Patton earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Park key role for the director is positioning the zoo for future
Management and Conservation from KSU and earned accreditation by the Association of Zoos & Aquariums,
Kansas Law Enforcement Officer certification through the a prestigious distinction with rigorous standards for zoo
University of Kansas training center.
operations.
“Because I am an outdoor sportsman and have a degree in
Patton and his wife, Kayla, moved to Independence in
park management and conservation, I have a strong desire 2019 and, Patton said, they were attracted by the “beautiful
to preserve what nature has to offer, and this includes land and outdoor recreational opportunities the area
our wildlife,” Patton said. “This position offers a unique provides” and also “very impressed by the city park.” They
opportunity to work with wildlife, teach conservation to are expecting their first child in August. A
our youth and make a difference in my community. I believe

PROJECT UPDATES: Public Works and Infrastructure
PROJECT

STATUS

PROJECTED COMPLETION

Enterprise Drive - Buildout of street;
utilities for new package sorting facility.

Conceptual discussions complete.
Working on preliminary project scope.

1st Quarter 2022

Central Park Sports Complex

Finalizing schematics for soccer
concessions/restroom and baseball score
boxes. Working on design for field layouts,
parking lots and trails.

3rd Quarter 2022

Nearing schematic design approval.
Waterproofing proposal in progress.

1st Quarter 2023

Maple Street Rebuild
(17th St. to west city limits)

Anticipated bid letting in September.

3rd Quarter 2022

10th & Main Rebuild
(Complete rebuild 8th St. to 10th St.)

Inspection approved. Bids submitted.

2nd Quarter 2022

Reviewed by City Commission. Revised
plan submitted to Commission.

4th Quarter 2026

City Hall, Fire/EMS Facility

Water Plant Master Plan Projects
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City awarded $1.3 million in simultaneous
KDOT grants for street improvements
It's almost unheard of for a municipality to be awarded two
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) grants at
the same time, but the City has been fortunate to receive
significant funding for dual street improvement projects
in coming years. A total of $1.3 million has been awarded
through KDOT's City Connecting Link Improvement

Program (CCLIP) for Kansas fiscal year 2023, which runs
July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023.
Funding applications for these projects were unsuccessfully
submitted to KDOT in 2020 but were approved by the City
Commission for resubmission this spring, with a successful
outcome.

Gather
emergency
supplies and
follow local radio
or TV updates.

Recognize Flood Risk
• Identify floodprone or
landslide-prone
areas near you.

Unplug appliances
to prevent
electrical shock
when power
comes back on.

• Know your community’s warning
signals, evacuation routes, and
emergency shelter locations.
• Know flood evacuation routes
near you.

Do NOT drive or
walk across flooded
roads. Cars and
people can be
swept away.

When power lines are down,
water is in your home, or before
you evacuate, TURN OFF gas,
power, and water.

Throw away items that
cannot be disinfected,
like wall coverings,
cloth, rugs, and drywall.

Tie down or
bring outdoor
items inside.
practice safe hygiene
Wash hands with soap
and water to help
prevent germs.

Pavement Restoration & Lane Widening

Surface Preservation & Curb Ramp Replace

This project will widen U.S. Highway 75/Penn Avenue by
2 feet from Morningside Drive north to the City limits and
restore the pavement to provide a safer roadway.
The KDOT grant will cover 90% of the project, and City
will provide a 10% match.

This grant will fund a 2-inch mill and overlay of the street
and replacement of non-compliant curb ramps that abut
the new asphalt.
The KDOT grant will cover 90% of the project, and City
will provide a 10% match.

U.S. Hwy 75/Penn Avenue from
Morningside Dr. to North City Limits
Grant Award: $1 million

U.S. Hwy 75/Chestnut Street from
Penn Avenue to 9th Street
Grant Award: $300,000

City neighborhood revitalization grants still available
Residents are reminded that grant funding is still available
through the recently announced Independence Neighborhood
Exterior Grant Program. The program has been developed in
conjunction with the Independence Housing Authority to provide
up to 50 percent reimbursement for neighbors who work together
to improve their properties. Homeowner investment from
$1,000 to $10,000 in qualifying exterior projects may qualify for
reimbursement. The program applies to residents living within
a designated Neighborhood Revitalization District and requires
neighbors who live within proximity (line of sight) to one another
to co-apply for funding and for each to make a minimum of $1,000
in eligible exterior improvements.
Qualifying improvements include façade restoration; exterior
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painting or siding; masonry; window and door repair or
replacement; awnings; gutters; exterior lighting or electrical work;
building additions; front porch repair; roofs; driveway repair or
installation; landscaping (with limitations); and tree removal (with
limitations). The program does not apply to fences, decks, patios,
play equipment, lawn care/maintenance; swimming pools or spas.
More information, including a map of the Neihborhood
Revitalization District and a program
application, are available
Scan here for
on the City’s website. A

more info
uwu

Use fans, air
conditioning
units, and
dehumidifiers
for drying.

Listen for information from
your local officials on how
to safely use water to drink,
cook, or clean.

For cleanup, wear rubber
boots and plastic gloves.

Clean walls, hard floors,
and other surfaces with
soap and water. Use a
mixture of 1 cup bleach
and 1 gallon water to
disinfect.

For more information visit

Caution! Flood water
may contain trash.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/floods/

A reminder to be weather aware

The City offers this PSA as a reminder that flooding
- particularly flash flooding - can happen quickly and
sometimes unexpectedly, even in the middle of summer,
giving residents little time to prepare and react. Don't be
caught off guard. Know your flood risk in your neighborhood

If you have questions about the floodplain locations in
Independence, floodproofing your home or repairing a
structure in the floodplain, please contact Floodplain
Administrator/Assistant City Manager David Cowan at
620.332.2528.
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Behind the Job:

From City Manager Kelly Passauer

A

Dedication, Passion
and More Cowbell

s summer winds down, it brings to mind
thoughts of my favorite upcoming season.
Fall brings with it cooler weather, the
beautiful changing colors of nature, the excitement
of school starting and events and holidays that
bring us together. If my parents were still alive, they
would say they loved fall because it means it is time
for football, any kind of football, whether it was
attending the local high school games or watching
their favorite college or NFL teams on television.
After my father passed away, my mother continued
to attend the local high school football games as long
as she possibly could. Even when she was terminally
ill with ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) and lost
her ability to speak, she would bring a cowbell and
ring it to cheer on her local team. Mom’s dedication
to and passion for her hometown team, whether
they were winning or losing, reminds me of the
same attributes of our citizen volunteers and public
servants who serve this city well.
“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.
You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer,
you vote every day about the kind of community you want
to live in.” – Author Unknown
In addition to our elected officials, we have several citizens
who serve on City boards or volunteer to assist in various
departments such as recycling or the zoo; or at City events
such as Farmers Market or the Independence Municipal
Band concerts, just to name a few. These individuals give
their time and talents to help make Independence a better
place to live, work and play. If you know a volunteer,
please thank them for their dedication and passion for
Independence.
“There is no greater challenge and there is no greater
honor than to be in public service.” – Condoleezza Rice
Quality employees are difficult to find in this current job
market, which has forced many local employers to pay
significantly more for help, and some have even resorted
to paying their employees daily. It is difficult to compete
with this current trend and retain and attract quality
public employees within City budget limitations that were
established many months prior. We also understand it has
been difficult for everyone as the cost of many goods and
services has increased. The City has experienced this as well.
For those employees who have left for other opportunities,
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I wish them well. I would never want to hold someone back
from an opportunity they felt would better themselves and
their family. For those employees who have stayed, I want
to thank them for hanging in there and doing the important
jobs that they do. The staff and Commission appreciate our
employees and recognize them as our biggest asset. We
continue to evaluate opportunities to attract and retain
a quality workforce that provides quality services to our
citizens. If you know a City employee, please thank them
for their dedication and passion for Independence.
Years later after the last ring of that cowbell in the stands
of her hometown football field, this memory of my mother
supporting her team regardless of whether they won or lost,
reminds me how thankful I am for everyone who supports
Independence in good times and difficult times. These last
several months, as we all navigated through the pandemic
together, have demonstrated this more than ever. We are all
on the same team, with the goal of moving Independence
in a positive direction. Thank you for your dedication and
passion for Independence. A
In memory of my mother, Kristie A. (Moon) Blaes,
March 16, 1943 – July 30, 2010.

CHARLIE BENEDICT
Wreputation

ith his brawny stature and
for facing down
danger on the job, Charlie Benedict is
an imposing figure in a law enforcement
uniform. A 17-year employee of the City
and former patrolman, Charlie primarily
serves as the City's Animal Control
Officer. He also provides backup for code
enforcement and the building inspector,
serves as bailiff for Municipal Court and
works with the school district as a truancy
officer.
But it might surprise you to learn about
big Charlie's softer side. When he's off the
job, Charlie is very involved in serving God
and the community. A talented singer and
guitarist, he routinely "makes some noise"
at his church, Riding for the Brand Cowboy
Church in Wann, Oklahoma, and plays
frequently for church revivals. He has also
used his musical talent to entertain the
residents of Penn Terrace apartments, at

Dispatcher/Clerk I

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
Come be part of our team!

• Receives regular and
911 telephone calls and
dispatches personnel to
handle emergencies.
• Processes reports for
prosecutors.
• Maintains case, report,
accident, complaint,
insurance and related files.
• Tests sirens, radios and
phones.
• Checks validity of driver’s
licenses and vehicle tags.
• Submits crime information
to law enforcement
databases.
Full-time
$14.46/hr, plus benefits

one time playing a weekly gig there.
He has also volunteered his time with
the Independence boxing club and was
a routine instructor for women's selfdefense classes, until a recent surgery
brought some limitations. The procedure
was necessary, in part, due to years of
cowboying - riding bulls and saddle broncs
in his younger days.
Charlie's always had a heart for animals,
which is why he says he loves his job as
animal control officer, and he also enjoys
his human colleagues.
"Working with animals and the great coworkers I have are the best parts of the
job," he said.
Another fun and unexpected fact about
Charlie: he was raised in France - his
mother's home country - from the age of
4, and he still speaks almost fluent French.
Nous sommes bénis de vous avoir,
Charlie! A

Firefighter I/EMT

• Tests and maintains
ambulances, pumping
engines, aerial ladder
trucks, hoses, other equip.
• Participates in fire rescues,
fire prevention, station
maintenance and training.
• Performs cleanup and
overhaul work after a fire.
• Responds to EMS calls,
administers first aid and
writes reports.
• Responds to major alarms
while off duty.
• Assists with fire prevention
education.
Full-time
$676.48/56-hour week,
plus benefits

Mobile Intensive
Care Technician/FF1
(Paramedic)

• Tests and maintains
ambulances, pumping
engines, aerial ladder
trucks, hoses, other equip.
• Participates in fire
prevention, station
maintenance and training.
• Performs cleanup and
overhaul work after a fire.
• Performs rescues.
• Responds to EMS calls,
administers first aid and
writes reports.
• Responds to major alarms
while off duty.
• Assists with fire prevention
education.
Full-time
$841.68/56-hour week,
plus benefits

TWO WAYS TO APPLY:
Complete an application online at:

www.independenceks.gov

Patrol Officer I

• Patrols city to enforce law
and order.
• Investigates and prepares
reports of complaints and
accidents.
• Issues citations and makes
arrests.
• Responds to crime,
accident and emergency
scenes.
• Serves subpoenas and
warrants.
• Controls traffic and crowds.
• Appears in court.
• Books and transports
prisoners.
• Takes fingerprints.
Full-time
$16.84/hr, plus benefits

Zoo Supervisor

• Supervises staff, engages
in the employment process
and facilitates training.
• Assists/coordinates zoo
maintenance.
• Plans special events, tours,
educational programs, etc.
• Manages animal welfare
and health records.
• Assists with zoo budget.
• Provides animal
enrichment activities.
• Fills in for zoo director in
their absence.
• Responsible for acquiring
and maintaining
accreditation by
Association for Zoos &
Aquariums.
•
Full-time
$17.53/hr, plus benefits

Applications also accepted at:
KansasWorks, 317 N. Penn / 620-332-5904
www.southeastkansasworks.com

