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Changes in local primary care services
have evolved at an almost dizzying pace
over the last two years since the closure
of
Mercy
Hospital.
Thankfully,
Independence Fire/EMS has remained a
constant and reliable health care resource
for citizens. In fact, faced with the void of

attack and receive guidance on the
quickest, most appropriate options for
care for the patient.
Additionally, the Fire-EMS crew is
certified in Advanced Cardiac Life Support
and Advanced Stroke Life Support,
qualifying them to make critical early

appropriate destination for patient
transport depends on a variety of factors,
including the patient’s condition and laws
that require transport to the “closest,
most appropriate facility” as well as the
patient’s own choice. Sound protocols are
in place, he said, to ensure patients are

a local emergency room for nearly two
years, the Indy crew has redoubled its
efforts to improve technology and
advance staff training in order optimize its
response capabilities and, ultimately, save
lives.
These changes include the addition of
telemetry
technology
and
communications systems that allow an
ambulance crew to connect directly to a
cardiologist when responding to a heart

judgment calls related to treatment and
transport destinations for patients
experiencing these conditions.
“Whatever the dynamics of health care
services in our community, our Fire-EMS
team remains solely focused on the
patient and providing the most beneficial
care possible in every emergency
situation,”
said
David
Cowan,
Independence Public Safety Director.
Cowan explained that selecting the

going to the right place every time.
With the opening of Labette Health’s
Independence Health Center Emergency
Room in July, EMS once again has a local
option for many emergencies, and since
the ER opened July 4, it has received 63%
of all patients requiring transport.
“We’ve developed a good working
relationship with the new Independence
ER, and we and our patients appreciate
having a local option once again.”
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A gem of a community,
Indy does not disappoint
I did my homework before
accepting the position of City
Manager in Independence. I
followed local news coverage,
searched online for Independencerelated information and talked
with city leaders and staff. All
indications were I would be joining
a town full of community pride
and a talented city staff dedicated
to doing their best work every day.
My research was spot on!
My family and I have
encountered warm, friendly
people here, and we truly couldn’t
be happier with our decision to
relocate.
From a job perspective, my role
feels very similar to my past
experiences, but there are
certainly new challenges here. Our
largest hurdles are infrastructure,
facilities and equipment needs
within the city. These are not
unique to Independence, every
city faces similar issues, but our
needs here are significant.
Working with our commissioners
to address these issues within our
budget constraints is among my
first priorities moving forward.
Also on the near horizon for me
and the City leadership team will
be an all-out effort to establish
internal goals for organizational
development. This will include
embedding a strong culture of

City Manager Craig Whitehead
service excellence built on the
hallmarks of integrity,
commitment, excellence and
teamwork.
Those characteristics are already
clearly evident within the City
ranks. But reinforcement will
ensure we provide a consistent,
positive experience for every
customer we encounter.
Finally and obviously, another
key priority over the coming
months will be helping to facilitate
all necessary assessment,
communication and decisionmaking related to a future City Hall
and public safety facility.
There is much work to do, and
that’s why I’m here. Thank you,
Independence, for making my
family and I feel at home in my
new workplace.

Wondering about the next
steps for City Hall and
infrastructure projects?
The committee has spoken, and now it’s
time to hear from the rest of the
community.
In July, a 15-member citizens’
committee concluded its efforts to
evaluate needs for City Hall and
infrastructure improvements and offered
recommendations. The committee
endorsed the renovation of the original
City Hall building at 120 N. 6th to
accommodate city offices and the
construction of a new facility to house
public safety equipment (fire trucks,
ambulances, etc.) on city owned land
to the north.
The estimated costs for the project are
$15.32 million for the City Hall restoration
and the public safety building.
The next steps in the process include a
debt analysis to determine how much
expense the City can take on and over
what period of time to accomplish the
projects. Public input sessions also will be
scheduled to allow citizen comments
and questions.
Ultimately, the City Commission will
choose whether to bring the final
proposal to a citizen vote or decide on the
final course of action by commission vote.
Information on community input
sessions will be publicized through local
media and on the City’s website.

September 1

September 9

September 9

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: Jim Hayward Fine Art

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

10 a.m.
Corner of Penn & Walnut

First Friday

Recycling Collection Day
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Wesley Park Dedication

Quick Briefs
Brian McHugh named Memorial Hall supervisor
Having returned to Independence after living away for four years, Brian McHugh
notices a lot of changes in his hometown and sees great potential for the future. As
the new event coordinator and supervisor of Memorial Hall, Brian wants to build
upon the facility’s history and bring more activity to the stage and meeting spaces.
“I’ve been brainstorming. I have a bunch of ideas for getting more events in the
facility and bringing more people to town,” he said. “I would love for us to pack this
place once or twice a month.”
A graduate of Independence High School and Independence Community College,
Brian attended Pittsburg State University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in
Communications, with a minor in Business Administration in 2015. After college, he
was immediately hired into a sales position at Toyota of Northwest Arkansas, the
state’s top-selling Toyota dealership. While he enjoyed the work, Brian said, he just
wasn’t sure it was how he wanted to spend his career, and he began to explore the advantages of returning to his roots.
The opportunity with the City of Independence seemed like a good fit, a role where he could spread his wings and fully
engage. He joined the team just in time to experience the crush of Neewollah events conducted at the hall, starting with
musical rehearsal.
“Whatever the expectations are, my goal is to exceed them.”
Brian is available to assist with booking and planning events, start to finish, in the Memorial Hall building. Contact him at
620-332-2508 or memorialhall@independenceks.gov.

Reminder...Please be neighborly
The City has recently received several complaints related to minor nuisances
that -while all actually addressed with official ordinances - can easily be
addressed with good old fashioned neighborly courtesy.
LOW-HANGING BRANCHES - Property owners are responsible for managing
their sidewalks and overhanging bushes and trees. Branches in the walkway can
be hazardous for pedestrians. Please keep them trimmed back.
DOG BUSINESS - The right thing to do is refrain from allowing your pet to do its
business on someone else’s property, and if it happens accidentally, please clean
up the mess. The new Independence Dog Park on South Park Blvd. is a great
place to exercise your dog (although you do have to pick up there as well).
TEMPORARY SIGNS - Did you know it’s actually illegal to place paper or
temporary signs on utility poles, street sign posts, trees or anywhere in the public
right of way? (Like the one to the right, although it makes a good point.) Yard
sale, campaign and real estate signs are the most common culprits, popping up
all over town and often remaining long after a sale or event is over. Please keep
our neighborhoods free of this clutter. Remember, the City offers free

posting of rummage sales on its website.

September 14 & 28

September 30

October 6

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

“The Secret Life of Pets”
6:30 p.m. pre-show; 7:30 p.m. show time.
Community National Bank parking lot.

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: CRMC Medical Group

City Commission Meetings

Downtown Movie FINALE

Sponsors: Community National Bank & Trust
and Derailed Commodity
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First Friday

The number of children and adults who
have attended three years of “Zoolloween”
at Ralph Mitchell Zoo. The event also
annually engages an average of 25
sponsors and 30 to 40 student volunteers.
The minimally-scary event is designed as a
fun family Halloween celebration, complete
with costumed characters, games and trickor-treating. This year’s event has been
restructured to allow for quicker lines. Join
us Saturday, October 14, from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m. Admission $2 per person.

$10,000
CORRECTION, this is the total

number of non-continuous years
Curtis Wilson has worked full-time
for the Sanitation Department since
1978. The number was incorrectly
published in the March newsletter.

October 7

Recycling Collection Day
8 a.m.-12 noon

Citywide Cleanup

8 a.m.-3 p.m. - FREE Drop-off
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

A recent donation to FORPAZ (Friends of
Riverside Park & Zoo) by the Craig
Stephens family of Atwater, Ohio. Mr.
Stephens lived in Independence for a few years as a child and recalls fond
memories of his experiences at our zoo. In a letter to FORPAZ, Mr. Stephens wrote,
“For the four years I lived in Independence, I enjoyed going to the City Park and
Ralph Mitchell Zoo. Those four years were very important to me and I believe left
lasting impressions that have followed me throughout my life.”
Mr. Stephens specified that his donation be used to improve the donkey and
tortoise enclosures, among other zoo enhancements. FORPAZ is tentatively
planning a special ceremony with the Stephens family in September.

October 12 & 25

October 14

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

8 a.m.-12 noon -Volunteers meet
at Community National Bank.
Bring gloves and wear
comfortable clothes.

City Commission
Meetings
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Downtown Cleanup

The number of new stop signs installed on Oak Street
and at the Riverside Park Oval to improve safety for
drivers, bikers and pedestrians. If you’ve accidentally
blown through one, don’t worry, you’re not alone. They
will take some getting used to. While you’re traveling
on East Oak, be sure and also observe the newly
marked bike paths on either side and yield that space
to bikers.

That’s how many ADA-compliant sidewalk ramps
have been completed in Independence since April
2011, when the City entered an agreement with the
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to undertake
multiple ADA enhancements throughout town. In
addition to access ramps, multiple ADA parking
spaces have been created downtown and on other
City property, and a long-range plan has been
developed to complete additional work downtown
and at the park and zoo. The DOJ has
since closed the Independence case
in light of satisfactory compliance and
future planning.

October 14

“Zoolloween”

5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Ralph Mitchell Zoo
Fun, games & trick-or-treating.
Admission $2/person.

October 20-28

Neewollah Festival

9-day community celebration.
Multiple events and venues.
Visit www.neewollah.com for
schedules and more info.
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You can find 2018
City budget @

2015

2018 CITY BUDGET

www.independenceks.gov
The Independence City Commission has adopted
the 2018 City budget (as published to the right). For
the first time ever, citizens can find more detailed
information on the budget and Capital Improvement
plans on the City’s website.
“Getting the budget and other documents
published so that our citizens can have direct access
was an important early goal for me as city
manager,” said Craig Whitehead, who prepared the
documents for publication. “It’s just one more step
to help residents more fully engage in our process.”

Your Tax Bill in Perspective
The City tax mill rate for FY2018 is $53.344. An
average Independence home ($70,000) would
generate $429.42 in City taxes, which equals $36
per month. What could you buy for $36?

Amount of

Est.

2017 Tax to

Tax

Fund

Expenses

be Levied

Rate*

General

$7,209,291

$1,442,345

29.598

Industrial

27,500

9,600

0.197

G F Emp Benefits

893,811

771,227

15.826

Library Emp Benefits

0

0

0.000

Library

266,718

233,717

4.796

Liability Insurance

92,981

94,150

1.932

Bond & Interest

889,444

48,500

0.995

Airport
Water/Sewer

589,509
5,372,205

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

Sanitation

1,136,170

N/A

N/A

Spec Parks/Rec

30,000

N/A

N/A

Spec Alcohol

30,000

N/A

N/A

Eco Dev & Transportation

559,300

N/A

N/A

Educational Sales Tax

1,931,000

N/A

N/A

Quality of Life Sales Tax

80,000

N/A

N/A

Memorial Hall Tax Credit

197,341

N/A

N/A

Special Use Sales Tax

1,559,169

N/A

N/A

TOTAL

$20,864,439

$2,599,539

53.344

5 fast food meals

3 movies
OR...

1
bouquet
of flowers

24-Hour Police Protection
24-Hour Fire & Ambulance Response
Well-Maintained Parks
City Code Enforcement
Free Zoo Admittance
Community Library
Recreation Sports
...and MUCH MORE!

Less: Transfers
Net Expenses

$1,870,735
$18,993,704

Total Tax Levied
Assessed Valuation

$2,599,539
$48,731,650

Outstanding
Indebtedness, Jan. 1, 2016

G O Bonds

$10,335,000

KS Revolving Loans

3,121,584

Lease Purchase
Total

511,005
$13,967,589

 Tax Rates are expressed in mills.

Calendar...
November 3

November 4

November 9 & 21

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community Update
Sponsor: Demo Distributors

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

First Friday

Recycling Collection Day
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Independence Primary Care

DIRECTORY
CRMC MEDICAL GROUP
Primary Care-OB/GYN-Pediatrics-Women’s Health-Lab
122 W. Myrtle, Independence, KS 67301
620-577-4062 / www.crmcinc.org/locations
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Primary Care
Kathryn Cornell, APRN
Women’s Health
Nancy Barkley, APRN

OB/GYN
Daniel Chappell, MD
Dara Gibson, MD
Stephen Miller, DO

Pediatrics
Sydney Nichols, MD

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
OF SOUTHEAST KANSAS
Primary Care. Open to the community.
Located at Four County Mental Health.
3751 W. Main, Independence, KS 67301
620-577-2131 / www.chcsek.org
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon, Tues, Thurs; 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wed

JANE PHILLIPS INDEPENDENCE
IMAGING CENTER & REGIONAL
MEDICAL LABORATORY (RML)
MRI/CT/X-ray/Mammography/Bone Density/Ultrasound/Lab
219 N. 14th, Independence, KS 67301
620-332-3226/www.stjohnhealthsystem.com/jane-phillips
Imaging: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Lab: 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Women’s Health-Children’s Physicals-Immunizations
STD Testing-Lead Testing-Family Planning
Teen Pregnancy Program-Maternal & Infant Program
217 E. Myrtle, Independence, KS 67301 (Judicial Ctr. basement)
620-331-4300
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.; 1 p.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday

WILSON MEDICAL CENTER
INDEPENDENCE FAMILY MEDICINE
Primary Care
1415 N. Penn, Independence, KS 67301
620-331-2400 / www.independencefamilymedicine.org
7 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon/Friday; 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday
7 a.m.-7 p.m. Wednesday; 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday
Kurtis Herwich, DO
Mardie Long, APRN
Johnathan Rodriquez, APRN

SERVICES
LABETTE HEALTH
INDEPENDENCE HEALTHCARE CENTER
Emergency Room-Primary Care-Specialty Care-Lab-X-ray
Women’s Health-Pediatrics
510 N. Peter Pan Road, Independence, KS 67301
www.labettehealth.com

SUITE A
Emergency Department,
Imaging and Laboratory
Services
620-332-2000
Hours: 24/7

SUITE B
Primary Care & Walk-In Clinic
620-577-4310
Chelsea Bradfield, APRN
Darin Hamlin, APRN
Dawn McCaffery, APRN
M-F: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Family Practice & Obstetrics
Caitlyn Nguyen, MD
M-F: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. and
1 p.m.-5 p.m.

Internal Medicine &
Pediatrics
Melissa McIntosh, MD
620-577-4310
Ben Legler, MD
620-820-5800
M-F: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. and
1 p.m.-5 p.m.
General Surgery
Michael Bolt, MD
620-820-5840
Schedule Varies

Urology
V.S. Pai, MD
620-820-5120
Schedule Varies

ST. JOHN CLINIC
Primary Care-Women’s Health-OB-Pediatrics-Cardiology
Lab-X-ray-Convenient Care-Children’s Immunizations
800 W. Laurel, Independence, KS 67301
620-332-3280 / www.stjohnhealthsystem.com
Clinic: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Lab: 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Primary Care
J. Michael Carver, MD
Charles Empson, MD
Emily Bolinger, APRN
Jodi Oder, APRN
Women’s Health/OB/
Pediatrics
Chelsea Vargas, APRN

Cardiology
Gary Dykstra

Convenient Care
Monday-Saturday
8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Emily Bolinger, APRN
Kala Hillery, APRN
Tonya Kendrick, APRN
St. John Kids
Immunization Clinic
Wednesdays
12:30 p.m.-5 p.m.
620-332-3280
Kathy Schwarz, RN

City of Independence
811 W. Laurel
Independence, KS 67301

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Patrol Officer I:
Full-time.
$15.40/hour.
Benefits.

Applications are
accepted at:
Kansas Works
317 N. Penn
620-332-5904
www.southeastkansasworks.com
www.kansasworks.com

Please join us

Saturday, September 9
at 10 a.m.

at Riverside Park

for the dedication of

Penn & Walnut
Special tribute and
entertainment

Independence PRIDE
fundraiser for
Penn & Chestnut park
 Veterans Honor Walk
 Fun Run/Walk
 Finish Line Color Blast
Contact:
Independence
Chamber of Commerce
620.331.1890

Downtown, Maple to
Chestnut Street
Pre-parade patriotic
performance downtown by
Mid-Continent Band.

Shulthis Stadium
Special salute to veterans.

