CITIZEN REQUEST FOR DISCUSSION ITEM
TOPIC Consider a request from Robert Miller to modify City Code to prohibit throwing grass in the
street. (See attached request and photos)
BACKGROUND City staff received a request from Robert Miller to modify City Code to prohibit
throwing grass in the street. Currently, the following sections of City Code relate to items in the street:
Sec. 94-33. - Dangerous obstructions in street
It shall be unlawful for any person to place, throw or cause to be placed or thrown in or on any
street, alley, sidewalk or other public grounds of the city, any glass, tacks, nails, bottles, wire or
other dangerous objects that might wound any person or animal, or cut or puncture any pneumatic
tire while passing over the same. (Code 1977, § 18-305)
Sec. 94-35. - Gutter drainage; obstructions
(a) No person shall place anything in any street or alley, the effect of which is or might be to
interfere with the free flow of water along the drains or gutters placed in such streets or alleys for
the purpose of conducting water from one place to another along such street or alley.
(b) No person shall in any way change or interfere with the drainage of any street or alley.
(Code 1977, § 18-310)
Mr. Miller would like the code modified to specifically prohibit throwing grass out in the street when
mowing, along with consequences such as fines for violators. Staff would like to provide some of the
benefits brought up by Mr. Miller and some of the concerns expressed by staff:
PROS
Would help beautify the City.
Would create a safer driving surface,
particularly for bicycles or motorcycles
during wet weather.
Would not clog up the storm drains.

CONS
If adopted, it would create an expectation that it will be
enforced. However, we do not currently have enough
staff to enforce this.
If enforced, this would significantly increase the court
docket during mowing season, which could create a
bottleneck for other pending court cases.
If the mowing is not witnessed, but grass is later found
in the street, who do you cite? The property owner may
not be the one that mowed the property, i.e. rentals,
mowing contractors, etc.
What will the perception be for those that were sent
letters to mow their property, and then they are cited
for throwing grass in the street when they do mow?
In some locations it may be hard to comply with the
ordinance if there is a wall or building with a narrow
strip of grass along a roadway, particularly if the area is
too large to feasibly bag (such as the area between the
cemetery wall and Penn Avenue).

BUDGET IMPACT: The cost to hire additional personnel to enforce the ordinance, and additional
court related expenses if the docket is significantly increased. These expenses may be partially offset
by increased court revenue.
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Kelly,
Will you please put me on the agenda for the April 25th meeting? I’d like to
discuss the problem of those who throw their grass out in the street when
mowing and then leave it. Is there anything else you need to get me on the
agenda?
Thank you,
Bob Miller, CFP®
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