
 
 
 
 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM     Consider authorizing the abatement of nuisance taxes for 324 S. 17th.  
 
 
SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION     Director of Finance recommends the abatement of 
nuisance assessments for the property as follows: 
 

S/2 W/2 Lot 76, Glenwood Addition – 324 S. 17th - $400.00 
 
 
BACKGROUND     The City assessed nuisance taxes on these vacant lots for 2014 mowing 
charges on March 10th, 2015. This lot was deeded to the Community Foundation for 
Independence (CFFI) in 2016 and an exempt status was obtained for the property for tax years 
2016 and beyond. The property is used for a charitable purpose as a community orchard.  CFFI is 
asking the Commission to release the lien and remove the mowing violation fee of $400.00, 
since they were not the owner of the property at the time and has since kept up on the property’s 
maintenance.  
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT     The abatement of the nuisance taxes would have negligible impact on 
the City budget. 
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION     I move to abate the nuisance taxes on 324 S. 17th. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      
 

1. Release of Lien 
2. Request 

 
Department      Finance                                 
 

   
Director Approval   Lacey Lies   

REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION 
 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
 

January 9, 2020 
 



RELEASE OF LIEN FOR NUISANCE ABATEMENT 

 

 COMES NOW, the City of Independence, Kansas, a municipal Corporation, and hereby 

releases its lien for recovery of costs relating to nuisance abatement as assessed pursuant to City 

Ordinance No. 4193 as it pertains to the following property. 

S/2 W/2 Lot 76, Glenwood Addition, City of Independence, 
Montgomery County, Kansas (commonly known as 324 South 17th, 
Independence, Kansas) 

 

      CITY OF INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS 

  

      By:       
            

 ____________________________________________, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
DAVID W. SCHWENKER, City Clerk 
 
 
 
STATE OF KANSAS ) 
    )   SS: 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY ) 
 
 BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 9th day of January, 2020, before me, the 
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the County and State aforesaid, personally 
appeared LOUIS YSUSI, Mayor, and DAVID W. SCHWENKER, City Clerk, of the CITY OF 
INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS, a municipal corporation duly organized, incorporated and 
existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Kansas, and who are personally 
known to me to be the same persons who executed, the above and foregoing instrument of 
writing on behalf of said corporation, and such persons acknowledged the execution of the 
same to be the act and deed of said CITY OF INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year last 
above written. 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      NOTARY PUBLIC 
My commission expires: 



From: Cole Hoffmeister
To: Kelly Passauer
Subject: Nuisance Fees
Date: Friday, December 27, 2019 11:10:05 AM
Attachments: Scan Dec 27, 2019 at 9.41 AM.pdf

Kelly:
 
I’m on the Community Foundation for Independence (CFFI) Board and was made aware of a
tax issue on property (vacant lot – South 17th Street) that was deeded to CFFI for use as a
community orchard. I assisted CFFI obtain tax exempt status on the property for 2016 and all
future years. CFFI was not made aware of any delinquent taxes owed on the property prior to
2016 until we received the attached letter indicated that a tax sale would occur if 2015 taxes
are not paid.
 
I called the county treasurer and they advised that $537.39 of the $606.30 owed was for city
of Independence nuisance fees probably for mowing/cleaning up the lot prior to CFFI taking
ownership. I have talked to the CFFI Board and I believe we would like to pay the delinquent
taxes owed, but was hoping the City would consider waiving the nuisance fees, as they
occurred prior to CFFI’s ownership.
 
The property is used for a charitable purpose as a community orchard with free access to
anyone.  CFFI would greatly appreciate any consideration the City could give to potentially
waiving or forgiving these nuisance fees.
 
Please let me know if there’s any additional information I can provide.
 
Cole A. Hoffmeister
EMERT CHUBB REYNOLDS, LLC
204 East Laurel - P. O. Box 747
Independence, KS 67301
620-331-1800; 620-331-1807-fax
Email: coleh@sehc-law.com

This transmission and any documents accompanying this transmission contain confidential
information belonging to Emert Chubb Reynolds, LLC, which is legally privileged. This
transmission and any documents accompanying this transmission are intended only for the
use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in
reliance on or regarding the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at (620) 331-
1800 to arrange for the destruction or return to Emert Chubb Reynolds, LLC of this
transmission and any documents accompanying this transmission.
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