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NEWS

Airport improvements set for takeoff
thanks to major grant awards

Independence was the largest recipient

“This is a tremendous award that will greatly

among 41 Kansas communities recently awarded enhance our ability to sufficiently serve our

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Dispatcher/Clerk I

Come be part of our team!

• Receives regular and
911 telephone calls and
dispatches personnel to handle
emergencies.
• Processes reports for
prosecutors.
• Maintains case, report, accident,
complaint, insurance and
related files.
• Tests sirens, radios and phones.
• Checks validity of driver’s
licenses and vehicle tags.
• Submits crime information to
law enforcement databases.
• Other assigned duties.

Full-time
$13.75/hr, plus benefits
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Patrol Officer I

• Patrols city to enforce law and
order.
• Investigates and prepares
reports of complaints and
accidents.
• Issues citations and makes
arrests.
• Responds to crime, accident
and emergency scenes.
• Serves subpoenas and
warrants.
• Controls traffic and crowds.
• Appears in court.
• Books and transports prisoners.
• Takes fingerprints.
• Other assigned duties.

Firefighter I/EMT

• Tests and maintains
ambulances, pumping engines,
aerial ladder trucks, hoses and
other equipment.
• Participates in fire rescues, fire
prevention, station maintenance
and training activities.
• Performs cleanup and overhaul
work after a fire.
• Responds to EMS calls,
administers first aid as required,
and writes EMS reports.
• Responds to major alarms while
off duty.
• Assists with public education on
fire prevention.
• Performs other duties as
assigned.

Full-time
$644/56-hour work week,
plus benefits

Full-time
$15.40/hr, plus benefits

Mobile Intensive
Care Technician/
FF1 (Paramedic)

• Tests and maintains
ambulances, pumping engines,
aerial ladder trucks, hoses and
other equipment.
• Participates in fire prevention,
station maintenance and
training activities.
• Performs cleanup and overhaul
work after a fire.
• Rescues persons at fire scene;
• Responds to EMS calls,
administers first aid as required,
and writes EMS reports.
• Responds to major alarms while
off duty.
• Assists with public education on
fire prevention.
• Performs other duties as
assigned.
Full-time
$800.12/56-hour work week,
plus benefits

TWO WAYS TO APPLY:
Applications also accepted at:
Complete an application online at:
KansasWorks, 317 N. Penn / 620-332-5904
www.independenceks.gov
www.southeastkansasworks.com
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grants through the Kansas Department

airport customers and support the economic

of Transportation’s (KDOT) Kansas Airport

development activity that happens there every

Improvement Program (KAIP).

day thanks to our aviation industry partners who

KAIP funds are awarded for planning,
construction or rehabilitation of public-use

use the facility,” Whitehead said.
The KDOT grants come on the heels of 2018

general aviation airports. Totaling $757,835, the

grants from the Federal Aviation Administration

two awards for the Independence Municipal

and Phillips 66 that allowed for initial runway,

Airport include $721,500 for renovation of the

taxiway and fuel system improvements.

airport’s south apron runup area and $36,335 for
upgraded fuel systems.
The improvement projects will include new

Fuel sales in 2018 were up more than 15%
from the previous year, with 199,017 gallons
of jet fuel sold for a total of $545,221.13. This

paving and marking in the airport’s runway

included fuel for 324 single engine planes and

runup area and a new concrete pad, tank,

838 jets.

fittings and credit card payment system for
fuel dispensing. Independence City Manager
Craig Whitehead explained the KDOT grant will
cover 90% of the costs of the projects, with only
10% (approximately $77,000) of local funding
required.

City of Independence
811 W. Laurel n Independence, KS 67301 n 620-332-2500
www.independenceks.gov

calendar
June 1

Miss
Able’s
SUMMER
BLASTOFF

Events all day
throughout the
community to
commemorate the
60th anniversary
of
Miss Able’s
historic
space flight.
Visit
Facebook.com/
getindependence
for details.
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BEAUTIFICATION

1

st
OF JUNE

You clean up good, Independence!

304,000
p o u n d s

The amount of waste collected in March and April as part of the City’s
beautification initiative to provide free dumpster access for residents each weekend.
This is the equivalent of 152 tons and represents an investment of more than
$15,788 in dumpster usage and landfill fees. Judging from the abundant collection
totals, it’s clear that residents are embracing the beautification effort.
In addition to the
temporary weekend
dumpster program, the
City has offered a special
free tire collection on
three occasions this spring,
as well as free weekly
drop-off of large waste
items during routine
recycling collection each
Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the City Sanitation
Yard, 21st & Maple.

This is the date
when the free
dumpster access and the “grace period” for code violations will
end. Beginning June 1, properties found to be in violation of
environmental or safety codes will be subject to citation.
Independence firefighter Mark McCleary has
assumed the role of code enforcement officer for the
City of Independence.
McCleary will support the City’s efforts to maintain
safe neighborhoods, eliminate blight and enhance
beautification, as outlined in the City’s recently
adopted community based strategic plan. His duties
will include evaluating commercial and residential
properties throughout the community to identify
safety and environmental code violations and assist
property owners in properly addressing issues.
Most recently employed with the Fire/EMS
department, McCleary has more than 10 years of
MARK McCLEARY
experience working in law enforcement, including
serving as a police officer and as a dispatcher/clerk for the Montgomery County
Sheriff’s Office.
“I enjoy being out and meeting people and helping where I can,” McCleary
said. “I look forward to working with the citizens of Independence to improve
quality of living.”

500

up to $

The penalty that could be issued for
illegally dumping on City property after
the dumpster access program has
concluded. Help us keep up the positive
momentum that has begun to make our
community more beautiful and inviting.

x

BY THE NUMBERS

calendar

June 1

Recycling Collection
8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple
Also collected every
Tuesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

June 7

First Friday

7:30 a.m.
Civic Center
Community update
co-hosted by the City and
Independence Chamber.
Sponsor:
Westar Energy

June 13 & 27

City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
Open to the community.

June 19

City Commission
Work Session

9 a.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room

June 29

Downtown
Movie Night

7 p.m. - TEEN NIGHT
Special Pre-show Activities
9 p.m. Show Time
Community National Bank
parking lot
FREE & open to the public
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Fireworks Show
9:30 p.m.

...

July 4
Independence Day
Celebration
Mid-Continent Band
Performance
8 p.m. Riverside
Park Bandshell

With summer upon us, the City has completed several recent improvements at

Riverside Beach Family Aquatic Center to get the facility swimmer ready.
An investment of approximately $26,000 from Quality of Life initiative funds allowed
for several upgrades that will enhance safety for pool patrons and staff, including:
• Upgrades to electrical systems and equipment in the pool pump house that had

**PLEASE NOTE:**
NO FIREWORKS
ALLOWED IN THE
PARK & ZOO
THIS YEAR!

Summer

deteriorated due to exposure to chemicals used to chlorinate the pool;
• Enclosure and sealing of the chlorine and acid rooms, with installation of vent fans
and a chlorine release alarm system;
• Installation of a new slip-resistant, low-maintenace epoxy floor treatment in the
facility’s restrooms to improve safety and sanitary conditions.

POOL INFO
HOURS:

MAY 25-AUGUST 11
SUNDAY-TUESDAY
1 p.m.-6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Closed
THURSDAY-FRIDAY
1 p.m.-7 p.m.
Family Night Begins at 5 p.m.
$5 per family / up to 5 people
__________________

City Hall Closed
for the holiday.
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NEW POOL PHONE NUMBERS:
Main: (620) 577-5113
Hotline: (620) 577-5085

ADMISSION: $4
10 PASSES: $35 20 PASSES: $60
PRIVATE PARTIES: $250 per hour
Pool will NOT open on days when the
projected temperature is lower than
75 degrees by 1 p.m.

calendar
July 5

First Friday

7:30 a.m.
Civic Center
Community update
co-hosted by the City and
Independence Chamber.
Sponsor:
Montgomery Place

July 6

Recycling Collection
8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple
Also collected every
Tuesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

July 11 & 25

City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
Open to the community

July 17

City Commission
Work Session
9 a.m.
Memorial Hall/
Veterans Room

July 27

Downtown
Movie Night

8 p.m. - Pre-show Activities
9 p.m. Show Time
Community National Bank
parking lot
FREE & open to the public
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calendar
August 2

First Friday

7:30 a.m.
Civic Center
Community update
co-hosted by the City and
Independence Chamber.
Sponsor:
Null Chiropractic
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Job

LACEY LIES

Director of Finance

August 3

Recycling Collection
8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple
Also collected every
Tuesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

August 8 & 22

City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
Open to the community

August 24

Downtown
Movie Night

7:30 p.m. - Pre-show Activities
8:30 p.m. Show Time
Community National Bank
parking lot
FREE & open to the public
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Our new quarterly feature “Behind the Job” offers
a glimpse into the back stories, lives and passions of
the women and men who keep your city functioning
day to day.
Lacey Lies (pronounced “lease”) began her new position
at the City on March 7. Orignally from Wichita, Lacey has
lived in Independence since 2015, when she and her
husband relocated from San Antonio to be closer to family.
She was previously employed with KPMG LLP, where she
most recently served as manager of the tax department.
A certified public accountant, Lacey’s duties with the City
include administrative and accounting work and directing
all financial functions. She is responsible for preparation
of the annual budget, oversight of grant programs and
compliance with financial management standards.
After work is family time for Lacey, with her husband,
Ryan, the assistant manager at Elk City Reservoir, and her
kiddos, son Hudson, 3, and daughter Emerson, 9 months.
A What Lacey enjoys outside of work...
Ryan and I love Independence and all this little town has to
offer! We are frequent flyers at the Park and Zoo – our son loves
to play mini golf on the weekends.
When we are not attending one of the many events in town, you
can find us working on our little farmstead. Whatever spare time
we have we like to spend outdoors with family – whether that’s
gardening, relaxing on the lake, swimming, hiking, camping,
fishing or hunting. We love animals and the outdoors. We have
a dog (Willy), two cats (Hank and Dolly), too many chickens, a
duck and a turkey.
A Her observations in her first 90 days at City Hall...
I love the collaborative effort here. Staff is so willing to pitch

in and lend a helping hand to better
our community.
Whether that is helping to find
Community Mission for Improved
Housing and Southeast Kansas
Area Agency on Aging a facility to
continue providing services and
grow their operations, participating
in LOVE Independence day, or
working with local entrepreneurs to
facilitate economic development in
the city, I have seen firsthand how
much time and energy is put into
this city by our staff.
Before coming here, I had no idea
the effort and challenges cities went
through to keep the wheels turning.
The fact that we continuously
strive to go above and beyond to
serve our community to the best
of our ability is inspiring. There is
always room for improvement, and
I just hope that I can add a positive
light and pathway to improving
our operations for the citizens of
Independence.
A What she is looking foward to...
I am excited to jump into
revamping our policies and
processes. As I learn how the City
has been operating over the last
20 or 30 years, I see such potential
for improvement and increased
efficiencies. We already have great
technologies in place, and I’d like to
place an emphasis on training staff
to utilize the technology to reach its
full potential.
A lot of checks and balances and
automation can be implemented that
would really benefit our community.
Having a sound procurement policy
that allows staff to operate efficiently
and ensures ethical, effective and
accountable purchasing practices is
the first step in the right direction.
Once we have a solid foundation, I
can start to build the other processes
and workflows around that policy
and hopefully rebuild trust within
the community.

Briefs

Happy Retirement, Pat Pomeroy!
Pat Pomeroy, longtime firefighter, paramedic and EMS trainer,
closed out a 34-year career in public service on May 1.
Pat “left a large pair of boots to fill,” said Independence Fire/EMS
Chief Shawn Wallis, noting the vast experience Pat had amassed
during his career, including:
• 1985-86: Work for Decatur County
• 1986-87: Hays EMS
• 1987-89: Fredonia EMS
• 1989-2002: Independence EMS
• 2002-2007: Decatur County
• 2007-2009: Coffeyville Community College Paramedic Instructor
• 2009-2013: Norton County EMS
• 2013-2019: Independence Fire/EMS.
“Pat will be deeply missed here at Independence Fire/EMS, and
we wish him the best of luck in his retirement and his life without
pagers and radio,” Wallis said.

At 50¢, it’s still the best value in town

calendar
September 6
First Friday

7:30 a.m.
Civic Center
Community update
co-hosted by the City and
Independence Chamber.
Sponsor:
Confectionate Fine Chocolates

September 7

Recycling Collection
8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard,
21st & Maple
Also collected every
Tuesday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

September 12 & 26
It was a good long ride for the 25-cent miniature train
fare at Riverside Park! For the past few decades, the
park had maintained the ultra-low price for the two-lap
trip. But recent major expenditures have been required
to keep the train in good working order, forcing a fare
increase to 50 cents per ride.
Even for the extra quarter, you can’t beat the value of this nostalgic experience on a warm
summer evening, the breeze through your hair, the clickety-clack of the wheels on the rails and
the compulsory wave to bystanders on each lap around the oval.
So throw some extra change in your pocket the next time you head to the park and...good
news...carousel rides are still just a nickel!

Kids’ public safety camp set June 26

Independence Fire/EMS and Police Department personnel will share their expertise
to help kids learn about safety at the 2019 Montgomery County Public Safety Kids’
Camp on Wednesday, June 26. Hosted by Labette Health, the event is open to children
ages 5 to 9 and will be conducted at the 4-H Building at Riverside Park, beginning with
registration and breakfast at 7:30 a.m.
Topics and activities for the day include a demonstration of extricating a victim from
a wrecked vehicle; swimming safety; a medical helicopter landing; lunch; train rides;
break-out sessions; and prizes. To register: www.labettehealth.com/resources

City Commission
Meetings

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall/Veterans Room
Open to the community

September 28
Downtown
Movie Night

6:30 p.m. - Pre-show Activities
7:30 p.m. Show Time
Community National Bank
parking lot
FREE & open to the public
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